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Resolution of the Chatham County Board of Commissioners

IN SUPPORT OF THE KIDS OVER CORPORATIONS CAMPAIGN AND TO PRIORITIZING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES

COUNTY MANAGER: Bryan Thompson

WHEREAS, the Chatham County Board of Commissioners has a responsibility to promote the long-term health,
economic vitality, and well-being of county residents; and

WHEREAS, strong public schools are essential infrastructure that support workforce development, economic
growth, public safety, and community stability; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina’s persistent underfunding of public schools—driven in part by the billions of dollars
in corporate tax breaks and private school vouchers over the last decade—has placed increased strain on
counties and local taxpayers to meet basic community needs; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina now ranks last in the nation in public school funding effort, limiting educational
opportunity and undermining the future of local communities across the state; and

WHEREAS, county governments frequently bear the downstream impacts of underinvestment in schools,
including deferred capital needs, workforce shortages, and increased demand for social and public health
services; and

WHEREAS, the Kids Over Corporations campaign is a statewide effort to restore democratic accountability and
ensure that public resources are invested in children, families, and communities—not diverted to corporate
giveaways; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chatham County Board of Commissioners formally supports the
goals and principles of the Kids Over Corporations campaign; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board calls on the North Carolina General Assembly to prioritize children
and communities by restoring and increasing state investments in public education; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board urges state policymakers to end excessive corporate tax breaks and
eliminate private school voucher programs, redirecting those funds to public schools and essential public
services; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board affirms its support for a strong democracy in which educators,
families, and communities have a meaningful voice in public policy, and in which fear, division, and
intimidation have no place; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Governor of North Carolina,
members of the North Carolina General Assembly representing Chatham County, and made publicly available
as a statement of this Board’s commitment to investing in kids over corporations.

Adopted, this the 20" day of April 2026. . {

Arianda Robertson, Chair
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