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The Chatham County Conservation Working Group (CWG) is an
internal committee of county staff representing 14 different
departments that address the environmental goals outlined in the
county’s comprehensive plan PlanChatham. These staff meet
monthly to collaborate on projects, seek guidance from other
departments, and share updates on conservation efforts. The
updates from the first half of 2025 have been compiled below.
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Hi All,

| am the new Conservation and Resiliency Planner in Chatham County’s
Planning Department. | have taken on Brandon Dawson'’s role, and as part
of that, | will be the administrator of the Conservation Newsletter moving
forward.

A little bit about me, | graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill in 2019 with
degrees in Biology and Environmental Studies. After graduation, | worked
as a data analyst fellow for the Environmental Finance Center in Chapel
Hill and then as a grants manager for the Environmental Protection
Agency for three years, focusing on restoration projects. This May, |
graduated from Duke’s Nicholas School of the Environment with a
master’s in Environmental Management, focusing on data analytics,
modeling, and coastal science.

I'm happy to be working in the Triangle and learning about how | can best
assist furthering conservation efforts in Chatham County.

If y’all have any questions, please reach out,
Erin

Erin Ansbro
Conservation & Resiliency Planner Il | she/her
919-545-8365 | 80-A East Street, Pittsboro, NC 27312
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Chatham County awarded Great Trails State Program Grants
« Chatham County was awarded a Great Trails State Program (GTSP) grant for

developing over a mile of natural surface trail and improvements to the paddle
access at the 15/501 Haw River Access. This complements the Recreational Trails
Program grant that was awarded in December of 2024 for the same scope and
provides much of the match for the GTSP grant. Initial environmental review has
been submitted to state and federal agencies as required by the GTSP before a
grant contract can be established.

» A second Great Trails State Program grant was awarded to Chatham County to
conduct a feasibility study for the land trail portion of the Deep River State Trail
from Carbonton to Moncure. Similar in scope to the Haw River Feasibility Study
carried out in 2023, the effort will be conducted by an outside planning firm with
support from the county’s Trails and Open Space Planner. The planning effort will
engage the public, county staff and local stakeholders throughout the process.

South Bynum River Access

The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department is collecting quotes for the
South Bynum River Access erosion study. The study will provide options for to
stabilizing the banks and relocating the river access point to the newly acquired
adjacent property.

Park at Briar Chapel and Northeast District Park

A trail construction contract has been awarded to Black Diamond Designs, Inc. (BDD)
to build new natural surface trails at the Park at Briar Chapel and Northeast District
Park. Permitting work, conducted by BDD will be underway soon.

Haw River Canoe Access

The Haw River Canoe Access at U.S. 64 was badly damaged from tropical storm
Chantal in July, causing closure of the access site for over a month. Repairs have been
made to the parking lot and the access reopened in mid-August.




LAND
GIS DEPARTMENT

Drone Imaging/Flyovers - Renaissance Drive Landfill

The Environmental Quality and GIS Departments worked together to collect drone
imagery of Bidens wildflowers in bloom at the landfill in late summer 2024 and 2025
to assess success of wildflower seeding and other management activities. The picture
below shows the landfill on 8/30/2024 (left) and 9/9/2025 (right).

Chatham County Information Hub

The Chatham County Information Hub was released this fall. This hub contains
conservation maps, apps, and metrics.

For more information: https://informationhub-chathamncgis.hub.arcgis.com/
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GIS DEPARTMENT

Drone Imaging/Flyovers - Haw River

In addition to visual comparison, GIS will be comparing elevation and terrain models
from LiDAR Data of the Haw River. The picture below shows the Haw River during
regular flow (left) versus flood flow (right).

2024 Digital Elevation Mapping (DEM) and Hill Shade

2024 DEM and Hill Shade layers are now available.

For more information:
https://gisservices.chathamcountync.gov/chathamgis/rest/services/RasterBasemaps/Ch
atham_2024 DEM/MapServer

https://gisservices.chathamcountync.gov/chathamgis/rest/services/RasterBasemaps/Ch
atham_Hillshade 2024/MapServer
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Chatham Farmland Preservation Logo

The Farmland Preservation Program is excited to announce the completion of its first
“Chatham Farmland Preservation” logo. The logo was funded through a grant from the
North Carolina Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland
Preservation (ADFP) grant program and designed by Shannon Brunson of Brunson
Creative Company. The logo will be used in marketing, communication, and other
public outreach about farmland preservation programs and initiatives in Chatham
County.

First Farmland Preservation Conservation Easement

The Chatham County Farmland Preservation Program anticipates the completion of its
first farmland preservation conservation easement within the next six months. The
project will result in the permanent conservation of 58 acres of working farmland in the
Silk Hope area of Chatham County. In spring of 2025, the program awarded $25,000 to
this project through a “Transaction Funds Mini-Grant” award, which helps farmland
owners who want to donate conservation easements reduce or eliminate out-of-pocket
transaction expenses associated with the conservation easement donation process.
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Two-Day “Farmland Transition Workshop” Series

In June and July, over forty Chatham County landowners participated in the Chatham
County Farmland Preservation Program’s two-day “Farmland Transition Workshop”
series, designed to help landowners navigate intergenerational farmland transitions.
The workshop covered will and estate planning, business planning, conservation
easements, and other topics associated with farmland transition between family
members. A story about the training was featured on 97.9 The Hill WCHL.

For more information: https://chapelboro.com/news/development/chatham-county-
farmland-preservation-program-hosts-workshops-on-farm-succession

“Certified Farm Succession Coordinator” Training program

Chatham County Farmland Preservation Coordinator Andrew Waters was recently
selected to participate in the “Certified Farm Succession Coordinator” training
program, a nationally recognized curriculum offered through the Universe of
Wisconsin-Madison and the International Farm Transition Network. The training will
take place in September and October. Participants who complete the program and
pass an exam are eligible to become “Certified Farm Succession Coordinators” to
assist farming families in navigating the complex emotional, legal, and business
challenges of intergenerational farmland transfer.
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Events

o Creek Week 2025 - Chatham County partnered with the Clean Water Education
Partnership (CWEP) to host the fourth annual Regional Creek Week, to engage the
public on the importance of clean and healthy waterways. Activities and
workshops focused on Chatham County’s waterways and the importance of
protecting them. Word was spread via our Facebook page, emails to Chatham
Conservation Partnership list servs, flyers, yard signs, CWEP, radio, and TV ads.
Watershed Protection served 490 people with Chatham County residents across
the County (Siler City, Pittsboro, Goldston, and natural areas across the County).
They offered 4 programs and offered/hosted 17 totals programs that were offered
by several partners of the Watershed Protection Department.

o Stormwater Awareness Week 2025 - September 22-26. The focus was
Compliance! Compliance is essential to ensuring SCMs continue to function as
designed.

» DIY Rain Barrel Class for Stormwater Awareness Week - September 25. A
workshop on how to decrease stormwater runoff on your property and store
water for your garden plants by installing a rain barrel at your home. The class
taught the benefits of rain barrels to the landscape and tips on how to make and
install a rain barrel at your home. Participants then got to construct a rain barrel
for their home!

200

CWEP REGIONAL




WATER
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Stormwater Control Measures (SCMs) Data Management Solution Project

Collaboration with the GIS Department that will allow management, maintenance, and
collection of stormwater data utilizing Survey123

Watershed Stats since February 2025

o Issued 108 Land Disturbance Permits, includes single family residential, land
development, and commercial projects

» Received 15 Stormwater Management Plan submittals, land development and
commercial projects only

o Completed 55 riparian buffer reviews

o Completed 37 SCM inspections, land development and commercial projects only

o Completed 1,761 erosion control inspections, includes single family residential, land
development, and commercial projects

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Water Samples Pilot Program

The Environmental Health pilot program to provide low-cost water samples to private
well-owners is up and running. The initiative partnered with the GIS Department to
create a sliding fee scale based on median residential building value with a goal of
removing cost as a barrier to well sampling while limiting the burden of proof to
qualify. Adjusted water sample fees are automatically applied to qualifying applicants
at the time of sample application without the need to request assistance. In
combination, Environmental Health partnered with Preserving Home, an area non-
profit, to administer County funds for well repairs or water treatment based on the
results of well sampling.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

PFAS Sampling near Biosolid Land Application Sites

Environmental Health is currently working with an area wastewater utility and Orange
and Alamance Counties in partnership with UNC-Chapel Hill and NC Department of
Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) to sample wells for PFAS around biosolids land
application sites. Biosolids are a byproduct of the wastewater treatment plant
process and are routinely applied to agricultural fields. The biosolids provide a
beneficial nutrient source but may introduce contaminants that pass through the
wastewater treatment plant process. Initial sampling efforts were conducted by
NCDEQ to sample private wells around a targeted land application site. The initiative
is gaining steam with ongoing commitment and support from UNC-CH, NCDEQ, and
surrounding counties to expand the scope of the initial sampling effort to create a
research opportunity to better understand what, if any, impacts land application of
biosolids has on PFAS contamination in private wells.

Annual Septic Contractor Workshop

In March, onsite water protection staff hosted their annual Septic Contractors
Workshop, providing 6 hours of continuing education for septic installer certifications.
The event partnered with representatives from NC Department of Health & Human
Services, State Highway Patrol, industry representatives, and local septic contractors
to provide a mix of classroom and field demonstration training. Onsite water
protection staff are preparing for another contractors’ workshop for spring 2026.

Private Well and Septic Owner Workshop

In addition, onsite water protection staff are planning to host private well and septic
owner workshop for fall 2025. Past well and septic owner workshops partnered with
Matt Jones of Chatham County Cooperative Extension to educate well and septic
owners about well and septic maintenance and landscaping around septic systems.
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CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY
TRANSPORTATION

MoveChatham

MoveChatham is a transportation study focused on identifying the perception and
needs of community members regarding multimodal transportation options in our
county. This includes but is not limited to how folks in Chatham walk, roll, bike, and
move within and around the county. This also includes other transportation options
such as fixed route transit and on-demand services. The study is currently underway,
and the survey will close on November 28™. Please see the following link for the study
webpage: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/39bf1e2984b145fda2218c8d23d90a4f

Cape Fear River Basin Wildlife Corridor Study

Following the success with the Triangle West Transportation Planning Organization
(formally DCHC MPQ), the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization will be
conducting a similar study to identify areas of wildlife and vehicle conflict. The study
intends to survey these sites of interest to gauge feasibility of installation of wildlife
crossings such as wildlife underpasses, canopy crossings, modified culverts, and
herptile tunnels. Site visits will begin in December followed by a draft plan in Spring
2026.

ENVIRONMENTAL QAULITY

Food Waste Collection Pilot Program

Environmental Quality received grant funding to purchase equipment and signage for
a pilot program to establish food waste bins at collection centers. The pilot is
expected to begin by early October.
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Waste & Recycling Enthusiast Program (WREP)
The second cohort began in September 2025 with 7 participants. Participants will
attend a series of classes in the fall to learn how waste and recycling is managed in

Chatham County.
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WasTeE anD ReEcycLing ENTHUSIAST PROGRAM

Repair Café

Environmental Quality and Parks and Recreation collaborated with Repair Café North
Carolina to put on a Repair Café in June. Around 80 residents came with broken
household items to both have the items repaired and learn how to repair their items.
One of the residents reported feeling “empowered” after learning how to repair the
item they brought in!

Climate Retreat

Based on a recommendation from the Climate Change Advisory Committee, staff
developed a climate retreat for the Board of Commissioners to develop the roadmap
to a Climate Action Plan. The first day of the retreat was October 17, 2025. The second

day will be November 6, 2025.
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Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant

Chatham County was awarded a $350,000 grant to conduct energy audits in the
County’s 13 buildings with the highest energy bills and make improvements based on
the audit results. Environmental Quality and Facilities collaborated on the federal
grant application with grant writing assistance from Central Pines Regional Council.
The grant will begin in fall 2025 and run through December 2026.

Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHG)

An updated GHG Inventory for the County was completed and presented to the
Board in April 2025. The full report for the 2023-2024 inventory is available on the
Sustainability in Chatham County page under the Sustainable Community tab.

For more information: https://www.chathamcountync.gov/our-
community/sustainability-in-chatham-county/sustainable-community

2024 Distribution of CO,E in Chatham County by Sector
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NATURAL RESOURCES
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION & 4-H

Sustainable Agriculture Research Project

Data collection on three farms continues from May-September for Cooperative
Extension’s three-year research project “Designing Ecologically Beneficial Habitat for
Diverse Farming Systems”.

Conservation Education: STEM in Nature & Adventure Day Camp

Chatham County 4-H summer camps partnered with Friends of the Lower Haw,
Chatham GIS, Grand Trees of Chatham to provide environmental education
opportunities for youth ages 5-14. 28 youth engaged in activities surrounding soil
exploration, nature walks, tree identification and drone technology.

NC Cooperative Extension — Natural Resources Education & Qutreach
+ Tree |dentification in Winter (2 workshops - 34 participants)
 Native Plants for Creeks and Streams (webinar - 124 participants)
« Aquatic Plant Identification and Management (workshop - 21 participants)
« Increasing Biodiversity & Enhancing Pollinator Habitat (9 pollinator garden tours in
May & June 2025 - 200 participants)

2026 NC Master Naturalist Program Planning & Recruitment

Prepares volunteers to lead stewardship, education outreach, and citizen science
projects with leading environmental organizations in the Triangle. Joint program with
NC Cooperative Extension Agents in Chatham Co. (Matt Jones and Debbie Roos), and
in Durham, Wake, and Orange counties.
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Natural Heritage Program Inventory

The Planning Department and the North Carolina Natural Heritage Program (NCNHP),
in collaboration with the Triangle Land Conservancy (TLC), completed a county-wide
update of ecologically significant areas.

This inventory was funded as part of the Chatham County budget with field work
completed during 2024 and 2025. 413 landowners were contacted for the survey,
with 112 of those sites included in the final inventory. With the last inventory being
over 30 years old, this update expands the work completed in the first as well as
features newly described natural environments. This inventory highlights the location
of rare species and ecologically significant areas, providing an important tool for
guiding conservation endeavors and development in the county.

For more information: https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-
programs-i-z/planning/conservation/conservation-efforts

Conservation Dashboard and Implementation Plan

The Planning Department is currently examining all action items related to
conservation from the county’s comprehensive plan PlanChatham. Metrics will be
created for these action items to determine what work the county has already
completed and what needs to still be accomplished. The dashboard will be available
June 2026.
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ADDITIONAL LINKS

For more information on:

PlanChatham:
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-
programs-i-z/planning/adopted-plans/comprehensive-plan

Chatham County Conservation Efforts:
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-
programs-i-z/planning/conservation




