
From: Jennifer Cavanaugh <cavanaughjen@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:00 AM 
To: Angela Plummer <angela.plummer@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Riverbend and Rock Rest considerations  

 

WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  

 

To whom it may concern, 

I live at 2660 Rock Rest Rd. I am writing to share some thoughts, concerns, and 
unanswered questions regarding the Riverbend development, as well as growth in 
Chatham county in general.  

My husband and I are both out of town on Oct. 20th, otherwise we would attend this 
upcoming meeting.  I realize this is my last chance to voice these concerns. I am a bit 
uncomfortable voicing my concerns to this committee. I am friendly with everyone and do 
not wish to risk these relationships. These are my neighbors. I recognize Chatham is 
growing and development is happening everywhere. I also recognize the growth in our 
county changes the area forever.  

I live on the end of Rock Rest Rd: a 3-mile long gravel road.  According to the development 
plans, as I understand them, there is to be a portion of road  (the middle) which will be 
renamed, paved, and have multiple homes and driveways, after which the road would 
again become gravel and be called rock rest. I am uncomfortable with this renaming and 
paving.   It may confuse deliveries and services, or more importantly, emergency services, 
finding the 4 properties at the other end of Rock Rest (after it becomes a different road 
physically and in name? And then becomes gravel Rock Rest again?) 

The issue of our easement to Rock Rest Rd has not been adequately answered. Is the 
language regarding any alternative road precluding us using Rock Rest truly 
addressed?  There’s discussion requiring a gate, to ensure no unauthorized vehicles will 
use Rock Rest Rd. Not only is a gate an inconvenience (as I enter and exit my own 
home).  Who will maintain this gate when it doesn't work at 5 am and I need to get to the 
hospital for work or out in an emergency? Or again, deliveries or services need access to 
our end of Rock Rest, how do they get to us through this gate? This is yet another obstacle 
to finding my home. 
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Will "Rock Rest" still have the right of way with the increased traffic in this area, from the 
multiple driveways. 

I live at the convergence of the Haw and Dry Creek.  Last July, with storm Chantal, the Haw 
river flooded,  breaking previous records, cresting far higher than before — more so Dry 
Creek, as it could not empty into the mighty Haw... There are consequences for growth in 
Chatham as we lose the permeable ground and have more run off. 

 My neighbor Mary Wezyk, whose property sits next to this new development, also 
mentioned the loss of night sky. Has any consideration been made for lighting in this 
community? We live where we do because it is away from the noise, bustle, crowding… As 
Chatham grows, we lose these places that give us this refuge.  Already, sound travels from 
the construction of new neighborhoods, far from my house and into my "back 
yard".  Should we expect to lose the night sky as well? Could this new neighborhood 
consider this in their design, limiting lighting? Just a question as I realize what we lose as 
we grow as a county?  

I understand and expect growth and changes are coming.  Changes are everywhere in 
Chatham. I only hope they can be imagined in a way that does not inconvenience or affect 
the safety of the homes on the far end of Rock Rest Rd. Planning/approval should consider 
flooding, noise, and light—they affect more than just the land that is built upon.   

Thank you for considering our thoughts. I am happy to discuss or explain myself further if 
need be; please do reach out.  
  
Thank you again.  
Jennifer Cavanaugh, Daniel Swenberg, and Mary Wezyk  

 


