
RIVERBEND BY-RIGHT FIRST PLAT APPLICATION

CHATHAM COUNTY PLANNING BOARD
SECOND MEETING

SEPTEMBER 2, 2025



LEGAL OVERVIEW

1. STRAIGHT-FORWARD SUBDIVISION FIRST PLAT APPROVAL REQUEST
2. PRIOR PROCEEDINGS:

A. Concept Plan applied for in 2024
B. Community Meeting letter sent on October 18, 2024
C. Community Meeting held at the Chatham County Library on November 21, 

2024
D. EIA submitted to County for Peer Review and ERAC Review on 

December 6, 2024.
E.  EIA approved by peer reviewer after three rounds of revisions on May 28, 2025
F. TRC review occurred on July 16, 2025
G.  Site visits occurred on July 29 and July 31, 2025
H. First Planning Board Meeting was held on August 5, 2025

3. PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED AT TONIGHT’S MEETING
4. THIS IS A BY-RIGHT PLAT APPLICATION WHICH MUST BE GRANTED IF THE OBJECTIVE STANDARDS 

OF THE ORDINANCE ARE MET (no rezoning requested.  No Special use Permit required)
5. PLANNING STAFF AGREES THAT THE OBJECTIVE STANDARDS OF THE ORDINANCE HAVE BEEN 

MET.



LEGAL OVERVIEW (cont.)

6. SUMMARY:

Your decision tonight is to be focused entirely on whether the First Plat 
as presented meets the technical requirements set out in the 

Subdivision Ordinance for a First Plat.  If the proposed plat meets the 
“check-the-box” requirements of the Subdivision Regulations, then 
there is no legal basis to recommend denial of the application. Any 

recommendation of denial must specify the ordinance provision that is 
unmet.



PROJECT OVERVIEW



ROCK REST ROAD ACCESS



ROCK REST ROAD ACCESS



ROCK REST ROAD ACCESS
(Section of Rock Rest Road, August 2025)



NEARBY SECTION OF LAUREL RIDGE ROADWAY
SAME AS WILL BE CONSTRUCTED WITHIN RIVERBEND



ROCK REST ROAD ACCESS 



ARCHEOLOGY 



FLOOD PLAIN



EIA APPROVAL
Nothing else is required at this time with respect to the EIA and nothing in the EIA or about the EIA is a 

valid basis for a recommendation of denial of the First Plat.



CONCLUSION

Application Meets the Requirements of the 
Chatham County Subdivision Regulations

Planning Board Should Recommend 
Approval with Conditions as Suggested 
by Staff
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