
APPLICANT SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR PLANNING BOARD REVIEW OF RIVERBEND SUBDIVISION 

FIRST PLAT 

PLANNING BOARD REVIEW ON SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 (SECOND MEETING) 

AUGUST 18, 2025 

 The below and attached information responds to issues designated by the Planning Board at its 

August 6, 2025 for further review at its September 2, 2025 meeting.  As part of the discussion of the 

Planning Board’s Motion to Table its review, members of the Planning Board identified issues they 

would like to review further on September 2, 2025.   Applicant reached out to the Planning Staff, the 

Board Chair and Vice Chair and also reviewed the draft minutes of the August 6, 2026 meeting in order 

to formulate the list of topics designated for additional review. 

ADDITIONAL REVIEW TOPICS 

1. Access Issues With Respect to Various Sections of Rock Rest Road.  Attached as Exhibit 1 is a 

summary of Applicant’s position with respect to access to the various portions of Rock Rest Road. It 

appears as though the Rock Rest Road neighbors who raised this issue and the Applicant do not 

substantially disagree with respect to which parties and owners have and will have access to the various 

portions of Rock Rest Road.   The critical point as to which there is agreement is that the Riverbend 

residents/owners will not have access to a significant portion of Rock Rest Road and also will not need 

access to those portions of Rock Rest Road.  Please review the Exhibit 1 summary.   Because all of the 

Lots (including Lots 26-28) have access by way of roadways within Riverbend, no aspect of the private 

portions of Rock Rest Road (to which Riverbend owners will have no legal access) is pertinent to 

approval of this First Plat nor can it form the basis for a recommendation of denial of the first plat. 

2. Completed and Peer Review Approved Environmental Impact Assessment (Including ERAC 

Review).  A desire was expressed to give the Planning Board members time to review the completed EIA 

and also to make sure that the comments from ERAC were available to the Planning Board.  Here is the 

timeline of review of the EIA: 

A. December 6, 2024: First draft of EIA submitted to Planning Staff.  It has been available 

online since it was submitted and has remained online the entire time since then. 

B. January 9, 2025: ERAC Meeting to review EIA was held.   

C. January 15, 2025: ERAC comments regarding the EIA were posted online and have 

remained there for review for the last seven months. 

D. February 3, 2025: JMT Peer Review Consultant sent its initial set of comments regarding 

the EIA, listing items that needed to be supplemented or added. 

E. March 10, 2025: EIA, as revised by Applicant, re-submitted to JMT Peer Review 

Consultant. 

F. April 3, 2025:  JMT Peer Review Consultant sent its second set of comments regarding 

the EIA as revised on March 10, 2025. 

G. April 21, 2025:  EIA, as revised by Applicant, re-submitted to JMT Peer Review 

Consultant. 

H. May 28, 2025: JMT Peer Review Consultant approves the EIA and deems it complete.   



The completed EIA has been available online since its approval over two months ago. The 

approval letter also included the ERAC template and mentioned four items that could “be 

addressed and/or corrected on future submittals as the project progresses through the approval 

process.”   That template is attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and includes updated responses from 

the applicant (shown in red) to those 4 minor items, including an Exhibit showing the three small 

locations where the floodplain overlaps with the rear of a lot.  There is no prohibition against 

flood plain being on a lot and the fact is that the entire subdivision was conscientiously designed 

so as to keep the flood plain area off the lots, with only these three minor deviations. 

 

Thus, the EIA review process lasted over six months and has been deemed complete by the County’s 

peer review consultant.  Nothing else is required at this time with respect to the EIA and nothing in the 

EIA or about the EIA is a valid basis for a recommendation of denial of the First Plat. 

 

3. Questions about Off-Site Archeology.  Mention was made during the tabling motion discussion 

about (A) the off-site Native American (Sissipahaw) Archaeological study carried out by UNC (the 

“Mitchum Site”); and (B) the former Rock Rest Academy located off-site and not a part of the Riverbend 

Development. 

 

 A. Off-Site Native American Site: Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a map showing the 

location of the Mitchum Site, well off the Riverbend Property.   

 B. Off-Site Former Rock Rest Academy Site: The former location of the Rock Rest Academy 

building that burned down many years ago is and always has been off-site and is not a part of the 

Riverbend Property.  See Exhibit 3, attached hereto. 

Neither the Off-Site Native American study area nor the off-site former location of the Rock Rest 

Academy are physically pertinent to this First Plat Application and neither can form or be the basis for 

a recommendation of denial of this First Plat. 
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Chatham County 
Revised (4/21/2025) Environmental Impact Assessment Review; Riverbend Development 

 
 

• If commercial uses are proposed, specify 
the hours of operation. 

N/A. 

9. Light Levels  
• Describe lighting plans for the project, 

including how lighting will impact adjacent 
residents and wildlife. 

Yes. 

10. Surface and Groundwater Resources 
(discuss separately) 

 

• Identify and provide a map of surface 
waters in the project area.  Describe 
groundwater (aquifers) in the project area. 

Yes. However, the document says that surface 
waters on-site flow into Dry Creek, Terrells Creek, 
and the Haw River. However, the site does not 
drain to Terrells Creek. 

• Include names, locations, classifications, 
and use support ratings for surface waters. 

Yes. 

• Specify and show on a map the river basin 
in which the project is located. 

Yes. 

• Discuss any known groundwater quality 
issues. 

Yes. 
 

• Discuss drinking water sources. Yes. 
11. Fish and Aquatic Habitats  
• Describe fish and aquatic habitats in and 

adjacent to the site/project area.   
Yes. 

• Discuss impacts to fish and aquatic life and 
their habitats, including a map showing 
those habitats. 

Yes. 

12. Wildlife and Natural Vegetation  
• Describe and provide a map of natural 

community types on and adjacent to the 
site/project area. 

Yes. 

• List the species of dominant plants and 
animals observed on the site that typify 
those communities. 

Yes. 

• Evaluate and discuss whether suitable 
habitat exists for rare, threatened, and /or 
endangered species, as described by the 
NC Natural Heritage Program. 

Yes. 

• If wildlife will be displaced, discuss any 
limitation of adjacent areas to support 
them. 

Yes.  

• Identify, list, and describe the distribution 
of the invasive species present on the site.  
Consult the NC Botanical Garden’s Web 
page, “Plants to Avoid in the Southeast 
US” for a list of invasive species common 
to the region. 

Yes. 
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* JMT is correct that no surface waters flow directly into Terrell’s Creek. To clarify, surface waters on-site flow into the Terrells Creek – Haw River Subwatershed (030300020509). What was meant by the original EIA language was that the project is located in the Terrell Creek, Dry Creek, and Haw River subwatersheds.
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