
Environmental Health SanitaƟon Child Care Pre-Opening Checklist  

Rules Governing the SanitaƟon of Child Care Centers 15A NCAC 18A .2800 

1> Child Care Classrooms must be fully set up ready for children.  
a. Classrooms have furniture, toys, equipment, and supplies.  
b. Classroom have handwashing staƟons supplied.  

i. Hot water must be 80-110F. 
ii. Paper towels and soap  

iii. Proper water pressure and draining quickly.  
c. Diapering staƟons have cleaning soluƟons and supplies.  
d. LighƟng must CODE. 50-foot candles at diapering and children’s work staƟons. 

LighƟng must be shaƩerproof.  
e. Floors, walls, and ceilings properly constructed, smooth and easy to clean.  
f. Cots/mats are in good condiƟon, stored properly and easy to clean.  
g. Linens in good condiƟon and properly stored.  
h. Infant foodservice area (required if preparing boƩles, meals in classroom) 

i. Handwashing sink designated for food service.  
ii. Refrigerator with thermometer 

iii. Cabinetry for food storage/utensils  
2> Child Care Kitchen must be fully set up for operaƟon.  

a. All equipment working properly. Commercial or DomesƟc? 
i. Refrigerators must be registering ambient air temp of 38F or less.  

ii. Thermometers must be in refrigerators.  
b. Handwashing sink must be fully set up. 

i. Soap and paper towels 
ii. Water temperature 100F (NC FOOD CODE requires 100F temp for food 

handwashing sinks) 
c. InspecƟon of sinks. 

i. Dishwashing sinks (3 compartment or 2 compartment sink) Hot water 
120F at point of use. 

ii. Prep sink required and installed? 
d. Cleaning soluƟons ready for use. 

i. SaniƟzer test strips must be available.  
e. Floors, walls, ceilings must be constructed properly, smooth, and easy to clean.  
f. LighƟng must meet 50-foot candles. LighƟng must be shaƩerproof.  

3> Child Care Storage areas 
a. Floors, walls, ceilings must be constructed properly, smooth, easy to clean.  
b. Storage shelving required. 
c. LighƟng meets 10 foot candles.  

 



4> Child Care Bathrooms 
a. Floors, walls, ceilings must be constructed properly, smooth, easy to clean.  
b. Fixtures installed in approved plan locaƟon.  
c. Sinks have proper water pressure and draining.  
d. Toilets working properly.  
e. Water temperatures 80-110F.  
f. LighƟng installed meeƟng 10 minimum foot candles. 

5> Other Areas Inspected 
a. Waste storage areas and bins available  
b. Outdoor Learning Environment must meet CODE Rule 2832.  

i. Equipment installed.  
ii. Playground substrate installed. 

iii. Fencing and gates installed.  
c. Laundry areas 

i. Handwashing sink with no barriers available at laundry areas.  
6> Chatham County Opengov 

a. CerƟficate of Compliance issued prior to issuance of Environmental Health 
approval.  

7> Childcare must be enrolled with RTI Clean Classrooms for Carolina Kids for: 
a. Lead water sample 
b. Lead based paint 
c. Asbestos 


