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Click on links for details and supporting information.  
1) Plan Chatham Goal: Preserve the rural character and lifestyle of Chatham County (Plan Chatham, pp 18, 40) 

• The proposal is out of scale with the rural nature of Chatham County and nearby rural churches: 88,400 sf main 
building (double the size of the Ag Center) seating 1,200, plus a 24,000 sf Event Space/Gymnasium (referred to in the 
application as the “Future Accessory Building”) with seating for an additional 905. Total seating capacity 2,105. 

• Loss of 12 acres of open space (currently 30 acres under Compact Community, only 18 acres if rezoned O&I) 
 

2) Plan Chatham: Traffic Goals :(A)“Encourage roadway design-or redesign-that  includes…limited breaks and turn lanes to 
better control left turns…that impede traffic flow (and exacerbate traffic congestion)” (p 67); (B)“Access to healthcare 
influences health outcomes” (p 87) 
• This proposal would increase congestion and accidents on an already high crash rate corridor, adversely impacting 

public health and safety and impeding first responders and access to medical services and hospitals. 
• Projects 3,000 trips (pulsed in significant flows at fixed times) on Sundays with additional trips throughout the week 
• 85% of attendees would be from Orange County (Qunity letter of 9/19/24); all would have to execute a U-turn across 

501 to access the campus. Applicant’s Traffic Impact Analysis sets the value of attendees from Orange County at just 
35%, grossly understating the congestion arising from southbound vehicles having to cross over 501 

• On-site parking is limited to 595 spaces. Given an estimated 800 vehicles per service, this guarantees overflow 
parking on local streets and the shoulder of 501. Attempting to clear a completely full parking lot after the first service 
while admitting vehicles for the second service will result in backup of arriving vehicles on 501.  

• Given the 1,200 seat hall (the largest in Chatham County) plus the 905 person capacity Event Space/Gymnasium, 
additional events are sure to occur at times other than Sunday morning, the nature, size and frequency of which are 
unknown, unpredictable, and will be uncontrollable by the County. 
 

3) Plan Chatham Fiscal Goals: “Diversify the tax base and generate more high quality, in-county jobs to reduce dependence 
on residential property taxes, create economic opportunity and reduce out-commuting” p53 
• Opportunities for local employment would be “limited,” per the applicant, doing nothing to mitigate out-commuting 
• Does not diversify or add to the tax base, yet adds to costs to the County.  
• Does not generate revenue from other tax sources such as sales and income taxes 
• Current use (i.e., Compact Community) requires a minimum of 100,000 sq ft of commercial space, which would help 

diversify the tax base. Projected commercial tax loss from this proposal over a 10-year period is $4.9 million. 
• Housing: 46 R1 units vs 151 mixed use housing units; projected tax loss over 10 years is $6 million. 

 
4) Plan Chatham, Affordable Housing & Compact Growth: Goals: (A) “Facilitate well-designed, walkable, mixed use 

communities that fit the character and scale of Chatham County…including within Compact Residential Areas.” (p63), 
and (B) Encourage housing to accommodate seniors, as well as “police officers, teachers, social workers and other 
professionals” (p71) 
• Does not provide affordable housing or conform with compact / mixed use growth 
• Would actually remove 151 mixed use housing units (under current plan for seniors) and replace them with 46 R1 

units - financially out of reach for most young / working families  
 

5) Plan Chatham: Wastewater Goals: Support well-designed, decentralized wastewater systems in order to support land 
use goals and objectives, particularly….mixed use centers” (p138) 
• Proposed design is under capacity even for currently proposed uses, and makes no allowance for future uses 
• Proposes technology untried in North Carolina 
• Puts Jordan Lake watershed at risk 

 
6) Other Considerations  

• Community Input – Overwhelmingly opposed, except for Summit members 
• Procedural errors - Applicant used then-draft UDO standards rather than the applicable Plan Chatham standards 
• Planning Board Comments and Actions: Plan is inconsistent with Plan Chatham and is Denied, 8-0 

 
Conclusion: Applicant’s proposal is inconsistent with the goals of Plan Chatham, and not “necessary… for the public welfare.” 
Further, the applicant has failed to demonstrate any compelling reason to rezone the property from its current classification of 
Compact Community which was approved with overwhelming justification in 2022. Applicant’s request for rezoning should be 
denied. 
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1) Rural Character of Chatham County 
 
• Plan Chatham (11/20/2017; as amended 3/16/2020) Preserving “the rural character and lifestyle of 

Chatham County is the number one goal” (p 18, p40) 
• Rural churches: Part of what makes Chatham County unique  

a. Equally important as farms and green space in preserving our rural character 
b. Many go back over one hundred years (e.g., Mt. Olive Baptist Church-founded1838; Mount Zion Baptist 

Church-1854; Hamlet Chapel Church-1866); irreplaceable if lost. 
c. The proposed project is not what one envisions as a rural church 

• This project is out of scale for the community and not in keeping with the rural character of the 
surrounding area 
a. Physical size:  

• The main building would be 88,400 square feet (double the floorspace of the Ag center), containing 
an auditorium with seating for 1,200. 

• Plus an adjacent 24,000 sf “Future Accessory Building”  (see Additional Event Space in Section 2: 
Traffic/Future Growth) which would serve as a combined event space / gymnasium, with seating for 
another 905, raising total seating capacity to 2,105 

b. Congregation size: 2,400: an estimated five to 10-fold larger than its typical rural church neighbors 
c. Annual budget (for all Summit campuses across the research triangle): Over $50 million 

• This project would not primarily serve Chatham residents:  
a. Only “approximately 15%” of attendees would be from Chatham County (Qunity  “clarifications letter” 

of 9/19/2024, last paragraph, p3).  
b. If Summit were to launch an aggressive recruitment campaign within Chatham County, there is a risk of 

depleting existing rural churches of members.  
c. Either way, this is a Lose-Lose proposition as far as Chatham County is concerned 

• Rezoning would result in a decrease in open space 
a. The current zoning designation allows for 30 acres of open space on the west side of 15-501; the 

requested rezone to R1 would reduce that to 18 acres - net loss to the rural character of Chatham 
County 

• Does not conform with long-term plans for Chatham County: 
a. In terms of focus (primarily non-residents) and scope (physical and congregational size) hardly a 

gathering place for “towns and rural townships” as set forth in the county (Plan Chatham p 18) 
 

Conclusion: By all of the foregoing, this project does not conform to what one envisions as a “rural church,” 
and would not contribute to preserving Chatham’s rural nature. 

 
  

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/48133/637209066019700000
https://summitchurch.com/members/member-vote/detail/recommendation-2024-2025-summit-budget
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
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2) Traffic 
 
Overview: The proposed project would include an auditorium in the main building with a 1,200 seat capacity, 
plus a combined event space / gymnasium with seating for an additional 905 attendees, for a total capacity of 
2,105 persons  (Qunity “Supplemental Clarification Letter” of 9/19/24, p. 20: Attachment III: Technical 
Memorandum, page 1, para. 1 and 2; also see “Future Growth,” below). Potential traffic flows need to be based 
on the maximum capacity of 2,105 persons, not the 1,200 seating capacity of the auditorium alone. 
 
A. Traffic Safety 
• Manns Chapel Rd and 15/501 is currently the 3rd worst intersection in Chatham County. However, the 

Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) conducted by Summit does not include Mann’s Chapel Rd. (Figure 1). 
• Other high-risk intersections include Lystra Road, Briar Chapel Parkway/Vickers Rd, Village Way / Morris 

Road, and Mt. Gilead Church Road. The TIA does not include Village Way or Mt. Gilead Church Road. 

 
Figure 1. Crash frequencies on 15-501 from Route 64 (left) to the Orange County line (right). Data compiled 
from NC DOT crash frequency statistics, “Total Crash Frequency by Intersection” 
(https://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dc944f1c834f49a18479c17df1f78
3b9)  Area subjected to Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) by the applicant omits several accident-prone 
intersections that are likely to be impacted. 

 
B. Access by first responders:  

• 15-501 is the sole access to medical services in Chapel Hill, Durham, and  Hillsboro. Congestion along 
the 15-501 corridor has the potential to generate life-critical delays. (Map) 

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
https://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dc944f1c834f49a18479c17df1f783b9
https://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dc944f1c834f49a18479c17df1f783b9
https://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dc944f1c834f49a18479c17df1f783b9
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Map: “Access to healthcare influences health outcomes. The map…shows areas in the County that are  
within a ten minute drive of hospitals and urgent care centers.”(Plan Chatham, p87) Location of proposed 
Summit campus superimposed in red.  
 
• Similar risks apply to fire department services. The TIA does not extend southward to incorporate the 

North Chatham fire station at Village Way / Morris Road (opposite Fearrington Village; Figure 5, below.).  
 

C. Traffic Flow and Congestion (Figs 2-6) 
• Per the applicant (Qunity supplemental letter 9/19/24, p3 last paragraph), only “approximately 15%” of 

attendees” will be from Chatham County; the remaining 85% will be from Orange County. Virtually all of the 
latter will be traveling south on 15-501. However, the applicant’s TIA assumes that a mere 35% of traffic will 
be arriving from the north. (Figure 2) Underestimation of southbound flow falsely mitigates the risk of 
backup from vehicles executing a U-turn  (most likely at the intersection with Briar Chapel Parkway/Vickers 
Road), and overflow of waiting vehicles into the high speed lane of 15-501. 

 
Figure 2. Arriving southbound traffic from Orange County shown in red (left), and as depicted in screen 
shot of applicant’s TIA (right; Noncontributing directional symbols have been greyed out, and lettering 
has been added for clarity.) Value at “A” should be 85% (not 35%), and “C” should be 90% (A + B=C). TIA 
map available at Summit Church Chatham County Traffic Impact Analysis page 21). 
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69044/638596551186130000  

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69044/638596551186130000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69044/638596551186130000
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Figure 3. “C” should be 90%, not 40% (see preceding map). The use of 40% greatly underestimates the 
risk of backup at the U-turn from 501 south to 501 north at Briar Chapel Parkway. Adjusting the timing of 
the lights or manual control by police to ease the cross traffic will cause slowdown in the northbound 
lanes of 15-501 approaching this intersection – a major problem for first responders (the fire house on 
15-501 opposite the entrance to Fearrington Village, for example – see Figure 5). 

 
• By the same token, the TIA grossly overestimates the proportion of traffic arriving from Chatham County 

via 501 northbound (Figure 4). 

 
Figure 4. TIA projects 35% Chatham attendees arriving from the southern portion of Chatham County 
(“G”), an additional 15% arriving via Jack Bennet Rd, and 10% via Briar Chapel Parkway, for a total of 60%. 
(G + F + D). Add to that the 5% arriving via Lystra Rd as shown in Figure 2 yields an estimated 65% of 
attendees residing in Chatham county. This figure is contradicted by the Qunity letter, which states that 
only 15% of attendees will be from Chatham.  
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• The TIA map ends just above Lystra Road, failing to consider the accident risk at Mann’s Chapel Road 
(already the third worst intersection in the County), or the likelihood that arriving  southbound attendees 
will be tempted to turn right onto Mann’s Chapel Road then detour through Briar Chapel, creating a risk of 
pedestrian injury on these normally quiet residential streets.(Figure 5) 

 

 
Figure 5. TIA map does not include Mann’s Chapel Road, or address the possible flow of arriving attendees 
detouring through the center of Briar Chapel, nor does it include the North Chatham Fire Station (lower 
edge of Google map). 
 

• The TIA does not consider the interaction between attendees departing from the first service and attendees 
arriving for the second service. This is particularly problematic for departing Chatham residents, many of 
whom will seek to execute a U-turn to access 15-501 south, cutting directly across the path of arriving 
southbound attendees (Figure 6). 

 
Figure 6. Departing attendees (1st service) shown in blue; arriving attendees (2nd service) shown in red. 
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D. Parking  
• The Summit campus is designed with only 595 spaces (including staff parking) for an 88,400 sf main 

building and a 24,000 sf event space / gymnasium (Contrast with 470 spaces for the 42,000 sf Ag 
Center). Maximum attendance would be 2,105 persons;  ~1000 vehicles at 2 persons per vehicle. 
Obviously, there will not be enough on-site parking for even one service at a time. This will inevitably 
lead to overflow parking on local streets, the Veranda parking lot, and/or the shoulder of 501.  

• The applicant proposes two services back-to-back on Sundays. This would require clearing the parking 
lot of all attendee vehicles from the first service while at the same time admitting attendees for the 
second service (those able to find a parking space, plus those dropping off of passengers). Arriving 
vehicles will back up onto 501, interfering with northbound traffic and preventing vehicles on 501 south 
from executing the U-turn at BC parkway, eventually exceeding the capacity of the U-turn lane and 
spilling into the high speed lane of 501 south. (Figure 7) 
 

 
Figure 7. Vehicles from the first service are shown in blue and second service shown in red. (800 is a 
conservative estimate. With full attendance and 2 persons per vehicle it could exceed 1000 vehicles.) 
About 575 vehicles will be able to park (some spaces are reserved for staff); those who cannot find a 
parking spot will drop off passengers at the door then seek off-campus parking. (Likewise, some attendees 
from the first service who parked off campus will return to campus to pick up passengers and then depart– 
thus “800 out.”) Backup onto 501 is likely to occur in the areas indicated by dashed red lines. 
 
E. Future Growth: The TIA does not consider future activities, either in terms of the size, number, 
frequency, and timing of additional events, or growth in the size of the congregation itself. 

• Additional Activities  
The Summit Capital Hills campus in Raleigh conducts a service on Thursday evenings in addition to 
three services on Sunday. Initial plans for the Chatham campus also included a Thursday evening 
service (See Table, Flow Estimation, in 3-Wastewater, which states “Services…will be held…twice 
per week, on Sunday Morning and Thursday evening”). If this project is approved, introduction of 
Thursday evening services on the Chatham campus - as per their original plan – seems probable.  
 
The table below collates activities across all of the Summit campuses in the Triangle. The TIA does 
not address the potential impact of these events, or predictable one-off events (holidays, joint 
events with other Summit campuses, possible sports events in the Future Accessory Building, etc.).  
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Table: Partial list of recurring activities at Summit campuses throughout the Triangle. Summit also 
conducts joint events that bring members of all campuses together, drawing thousands of 
participants (for example, WinCon, a two-day event set for January 24-25, 2025 at the Capital Hills 
campus – see below). 
 

 
Schedule for WinCon, a 2 day event slated to take place on the Capital Hills Campus. The impact of a 
similar event taking place on the proposed Chatham campus would be enormous.  
 
• Additional Event Space 

Site plans include a 24,000 square foot “Future Accessory Building.” (Figure 8). The Qunity 
“Supplemental Clarification Letter” of 9/19/24, p. 20: Attachment III: Technical Memorandum, page 1, 
para. 1 and 2 rather confusingly states [verbatim quote] “an Auditorium with a seating capacity of 1,200 
seats within the auditorium and 905-person capacity for the youth ministry area is proposed along with 
a proposed gymnasium…It is estimated that there will be two Sunday services with maximum 
capacity of 2,105 people per service, three meetings during the week that will have a maximum 
capacity of 75 people, one additional full service that will happen quarterly with a maximum capacity of 
1,200 people and the gymnasium with a maximum capacity of 739 people…”  (emphasis added) 
Applicant’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) states (p4): “The future accessory building will be a 
gymnasium-type gathering space used for activities that support the church.” (emphasis added). 
 
Whether these statements mean that the youth ministry area will be within the proposed gymnasium 
(aka the “Future Accessory Building”) is not clear. Likewise, there is no explanation given for the 
differing capacities: 905 versus 739 persons. What is clear is that the “Future Accessory Building” 
will serve as an event space (including, in theory, by non-Summit organizations), and that the total 
number of attendees for events would not be 1,200 (the number of seats in the auditorium), but 
2,015. 
 

https://summitchurch.com/event/4620
https://summitchurch.com/event/4620
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69949/638624260525870000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/68651/638568283877870000
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Figure 8. 24,000 square foot “Future Accessory Building” (left) adjacent to sanctuary (center and right). 
Source: Revised Site Plan 
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69945/638624260442200000 
 

• Potential absorption of the West Cary “transient campus” 
The applicant maintains a second “transient campus” in West Cary, similar in scope and purpose to the 
“transient campus” in Chapel Hill that they seek to relocate to Chatham County. A glance at the map 
(Figure 9) makes clear that the proposed Chatham campus is strategically situated to absorb attendees 
presently served by the campus in West Cary. This would compound all the negative impacts 
enumerated above. 

 
Figure 9. Relationship between proposed Chatham campus and the “transient” campus in West Cary (left). 
Additional traffic shown in green; !!! = critical slowdown areas (right). 
 
 
Conclusion: Inserting an entity with pulsed, high-volume traffic along this section of the 15-501 corridor 
has the potential to create gridlock, and is detrimental to public safety, health, and welfare - not only for 
residents immediately adjacent to this project, but for everyone who depends on travelling via 501 - in other 
words, virtually every resident of the county. 

  

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/69945/638624260442200000
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3) Fiscal Impact 
 

Fiscal Impact: The fiscal ramifications of Summit's proposal are inconsistent with Plan Chatham: (A) A core 
goal of Plan Chatham is to "Diversify the tax base and generate more quality, in-county jobs to reduce 
dependence on residential property taxes, create economic opportunity and reduce out-commuting." 
(Objective 4, pp40-41). (B) Strategy 3.2 articulated by Plan Chatham (p56) Is to "Consider the long-term on 
investment and environmental impacts when recruiting businesses and industries and approving rezonings" 
 

Background: In 2022, parcels 2752, 93852, and 18909 (to the west of 15-501)  and parcels 18750, 18896, and 
18897 (to the east of 15-501), were rezoned from R-1 to Conditional District-Compact Community (CD-CC) at 
the request of then-applicant Herndon Farms (see Herndon Farms Compact Community Rezoning, Chatham 
County web site), with the intention of erecting an "active-adult (55 and older) compact community with 161 
residential units (subsequently reduced to 151), [plus a] congregate care facility, one-story office/daycare, 
community gardens, and barn for events" on east side of 15-501, while retaining the parcels on the west side 
for wastewater treatment plus 30 acres of open space. Although the construction permit has since lapsed, CC-
CD zoning remains in place. 
 

Summit Church seeks to return parcels 2752, 93852, and 18909 (to the west of 15-501) to R-1 (Summit does 
not intend to actually develop these parcels, but states they would support 46 single family homes plus 18 
acres of open space) and to rezone parcels 18750, 18896, and 18897 (to the east of 15-501) to Office & 
Industrial for the purpose of erecting a house of worship, associated facilities (parking, outdoor recreation 
area), and a "Future Accessory Building" which in fact will be a combination 905 seat capacity event space plus 
gymnasium (see Section 3: Traffic / Future Growth) . 
 

A. Applicant’s proposal would fail to generate in-county jobs 
 

• “The church will create a limited number of onsite jobs, both full-time and part-time,”  per undated Qunity 
“Conditional Zoning Design Narrative,” p 2 See “Findings Summary”  
 
Consider the following: 
 
Chatham county suffers from a "[L]ack of good paying jobs…. only about 14,000 jobs in the County with an 
adult labor force of approximately 32,000. Fifty-seven percent of Chatham workers commute for work 
outside the County (2015 American Community Survey). This creates a situation where Chatham County 
residents are dependent on the success of surrounding metro counties for their economic well-being" (pp 
15-16). Contrast Chatham's needs with the "limited" number of onsite jobs to be created at Summit 
(undated "Conditional Rezoning, Design Narrative" letter from Qunity; p2, Section E). 
 
"This high level of out-commuting lowers the daytime population in the County thereby lowering the 
demand for retail and restaurants…Retail sales 'leakage’ compares the potential total value of sales within 
the County (based on population and income) to actual sales volume. An estimated 58% of potential sales 
in Chatham 'leak' out to other communities, resulting in the County missing out on an estimated $207 
million in retail sales (ESRI 2014 data)." (Plan Chatham p 16) 
 

B. Applicant’s proposal would result in the loss of property tax revenue of approximately $ 4.9 million 
over 10 years when compared to section 6.2 of current zone CC-CD, which requires a minimum of 
100,000 sf of commercial development  
 
Plan Chatham contains a detailed Fiscal Impact Analysis Guideline. To date, such analysis has not been 
undertaken. As a rough guide, the table below shows the aggregate annual tax revenue for 50.6 acres 
(approximately equal to the acreage of the property under consideration) of zoned commercial property in 

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-programs-i-z/planning/rezonings-subdivision-cases/2021-items/herndon-farms-compact-community-rezoning
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/58666/637763702692970000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/68655/638568283947900000
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Chatham County (Table). 
 

 
Table. The table reflects unrealized taxes of $491,121 annually equaling approximately $4.9 million over 10 
years without taking into consideration future property tax increases. 
 

C. Applicant’s proposal would result in loss of property tax revenue of approximately $6.0 million over 10 
years when compared with current approved plan for senior living community under CC-CD  zone. 
 
As of June 2024, the median residential property value (single family, townhomes, condos) in Chatham 
County was $655,000. Using this median value for both sets of housing, and ignoring future tax increases:  
• 151 units would generate about $8.5 million in property taxes over 10 years 
• 46 residential units would generate about $2.5 million in property taxes 

 
This translates into a net loss to the County of approximately $6 million over 10 years (not considering 
future tax increases) 
 

D. Applicant’s proposal would result in loss of other revenue and negatively impact on local businesses 
 
• The proposed use of  the property will also result in loss revenues from sales, income and employment 

taxes which would otherwise be realized from the property for the uses promoted by Plan Chatham 
Objective 3 (compact growth) and by Plan Chatham Objective 4 ( diversify the tax base and generate 
more high quality, in-county jobs) (Plan Chatham, p40)  

• Finally, contrary to the assertion by the applicant that the Summit campus would lead to consumer 
spending in Chatham County, the opposite is more likely to be the case: 85% of attendees will be from 
Orange County or other points north of Chatham. The likelihood of them frequenting businesses in 
Chatham, rather than promptly returning home via 15-501, is small. Furthermore, the Summit campus 
would preclude local businesses that might otherwise occupy that space along 15-501. 

Conclusion: Rezoning this property as requested by the applicant would be a huge lost opportunity and 
one that can never be reversed to develop one of the few remaining tracts along this eight mile corridor in a 
manner which would benefit Chatham County and be consistent with Plan Chatham goals. 
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4) Affordable Housing & Compact Growth 
 

• Plan Chatham goals include: (A)“Promote a compact growth pattern by developing in and near existing 
towns, communities, and in designated, well planned, walkable, mixed use centers” (p40), (B) “Facilitate 
well-designed, walkable, mixed use communities that fit the character and scale of Chatham County 
within areas indicated as suitable on the Future Land Use Map including within and near Community and 
Neighborhood Centers, Village Centers, in Crossroad Communities and within Compact Residential 
Areas.”  P63 and (C) “Provide housing and community options (types, locations and prices) for all ages and 
incomes.”(p 43) Chapter Four. (D) Encourage housing to accommodate seniors, as well as “police officers, 
teachers, social workers and other professionals” (p71) 
 
Consider the following: 
 
• The shortage of affordable housing is especially pronounced in the Northeast portion of Chatham 

county (Plan Chatham p 25, Chapter Four-Land Use (pp 61-69), and Chapter Four-Housing” pp 71-75), 
and Chatham County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 

• The population of Chatham County is projected to grow by about 8.2%, from 83,309 to 90,115, between 
now and 2030 (source: NC Office of State Budget and Management). In addition to rewarding jobs, 
these families are going to need affordable housing. For example, the massive Wolfspeed plant in Siler 
City is projected to create 1,800 jobs by 2030. The parcels for which this applicant seeks rezoning 
would make an ideal location for two-earner families, with one partner commuting into the Triangle, 
and the other to Siler City. 

• The shortage of affordable housing has actually gotten worse over the past 12 months  (Chatham 
County Housing Report, 10/22/24 as reported in the Chatham County Line): “The size of the submarket 
of affordable properties below $250,000 has shrunk from 4.6% of the market to 2% of the market and if 
the submarket is extended up to $375,000 and below its size has shrunk from 11.4% of the market to 
7.9% of the market.” This trend is particularly evident in the northeast corner of the county: 

 
Figure: Shortage of affordable housing in the northeast corner of the county. Figure from Chatham County 
Housing Report, 10/22/24. 
 
Conclusion: A mixed use development containing both commercial and residential features, including 
affordable housing, would clearly be more in line with the long-term needs of the county, and the stated 
goals of Plan Chatham, than yet another cluster of single family homes that are out of reach for nurses, 
teachers, first responders, skilled tradespersons, and young families seeking to settle in (or remain in) the 
County, as well as seniors hoping to remain in Chatham. Without the combination of good jobs plus 
affordable housing, the County is at risk of losing its young people – the ultimate expression of out-
commuting. 

  

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/48133/637209066019700000
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/appointed-boards-and-committees/affordable-housing-advisory-committee
https://www.wolfspeed.com/company/about/chatham-county-materials-facility/
https://www.wolfspeed.com/company/about/chatham-county-materials-facility/
https://chathamcountyline.org/housing-report-chatham-co-aug-2024/
https://chathamcountyline.org/housing-report-chatham-co-aug-2024/
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5) Wastewater: 
 
One of the strategies of Plan Chatham (p138) is to “Support well-designed, decentralized wastewater systems 
in order to support land use goals and objectives, particularly…Growth in designated, well-planned, walkable, 
mixed use centers.”  
Applicant’s wastewater management plan is inadequate: 

• In the “clarification” submitted on September 19, 2024, Qunity states that the “Treatment and disposal 
system has not been finalized.” 

• The wastewater management plan uses the “equilibrated” daily demand over the course of a week, 
rather than addressing peak demand (Table), and underestimates peak demand. 

 
Table. “Flow estimation, Mt. Summit Church, 3/24/2024” from Attachment D, Conditional Zoning 
Design Narrative (ND). This is a scan of an internal communication between Summit and its civil 
engineering contractor Qunity. The spelling and grammatical errors are all in the original. We have only 
overlaid colors for readability. 
 
Instead of “equilibrated daily flow” of 2,429 gal/d, the wastewater system should be rated to manage 
peak demand of 7,480 gal/d (if one worship service), or 14,960 gallons if two services. (Indeed, their 
publicly stated intention is to hold two services on Sunday mornings, and the Summit campus in 
Chapel Hill holds three.) Whether using equilibrated flow or peak demand, the system is critically 
underrated. Also notice the plan for Thursday evening services with projected attendance of 2,160 
persons (green overlay), which would generate severe weekday traffic congestion. 
 

Conclusion: Proposed wastewater management system is under-capacity, does not allow for future growth, 
uses locally untried technologies, and puts Jordan Lake watershed at risk. 

https://www.oowa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/FINAL-OOWA_GD_Flow-Balancing-07162020.pdf
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/68655/638568283947900000
https://www.oowa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/FINAL-OOWA_GD_Flow-Balancing-07162020.pdf
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6) Other considerations 
 

A. Community Input: Input from the community has been overwhelmingly against this proposal. (Letters of 
support have been almost exclusively from Summit members.) Here are some quotes taken from emails in 
the Public Comments section of the Chatham County web site in opposition to the rezoning request. 

• “Compare this megachurch with the four churches in the Applicant's findings and ask yourself, are they 
really even comparable?” 

• “We are also people of faith and regularly attend worship, [but] ministries this size are a form of ‘Big 
Business’.” 

• “It will be detrimental to our quality of life, deprive the county of much-needed taxes, and serve thousands 
of people who don't even live here.” 

• “We are not anti-development but this is wildly out of character with the rest of the area.” 
• “Traffic would be equivalent to having a sports facility in the middle of a residential area.” 
• “Approval of this request will create a predictable traffic hazard that will lead to serious injuries or even 

deaths.” 
• “A few years ago, I had a medical emergency that required an ambulance, and every minute counted. The 

EMTs were able to get me to the hospital in time, and if they had not, I might not be here today.”  
• “As someone who cares about housing and employment in Chatham County I do not see the benefit, it is 

really just a giant event center coming here to benefit a very small selection of people and degrade the 
quality of life for everyone else, especially those that live near the site. It is going to impact the safety and 
that is too big of a price to pay.” 

• Wastewater management: “They have submitted a request, not a plan. Missing from their submission are 
actual plans to deal with wastewater generated by this project, substituting instead their aspirations for 
wastewater treatment. This can only be characterized as something less than a ‘good faith’ effort to present 
a real plan to address inevitable problems the project will create. It is clear why.” 

 
B. Procedural deficiencies: Summit application is based off of the 8/2024 draft Unified Development 

Ordinance (UDO), rather than Plan Chatham (2017, revised 2020). As such, it does not respond to the 
criteria outlined in Plan Chatham, which differ from, and in some cases are more stringent than the UDO. 
 

C. Planning board comments and actions 
• Unanimous 8-0 vote: “The applicant’s request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and is Denied”, 

10/1/24  
• “It is not a rural church when you picture a rural church” – Mary Roodkowsky, 9/3/24 minutes, p. 20 
• "Just what this facility (the future accessory building) would be used for by itself is enough to give pause" 

(9/3/24, minutes, p18; Elizabeth Haddix) 
• "Most churches like to recoup some of their own costs and the use of an auditorium for purposes they 

deem useful and charge people for it. An auditorium is not going to sit vacant and the concern is that we 
would have other peak times of heavy traffic" – Mary Roodkowsky, minutes 10/1/24 

• Chair Spoon said he will not support this application for approval because if it were a music venue or 
performance space that had a similar traffic profile, it would not fit and function within that part of 
Chatham – minutes, 10/1/2024 

• “[T]his is not about denying somebody something, it is about requesting a change to something that was 
previously approved…[T]here is no by right for a rezoning… what they have to demonstrate is the proposed 
change is better than the current zoning. This does not meet that requirement” Shelley Colbert, minutes, 
10/1/24, p16 

 
  

https://www.chathamcountync.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/70151/638638897302270000
https://recodechathamnc.konveio.com/udo-final-draft
https://recodechathamnc.konveio.com/udo-final-draft
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Respectfully submitted 
 
James Coplan 
Barbara Falotico 
Peter Falotico 
Howard Fifer 
Bonnie McCarthy 
Stephanie Powell 
James Shamp 
Esther Thyssen 
 
Residents of Chatham County 
 
December 11, 2024 
 
 
 
 
241211e Summit full doc 
rev 241211 1000 hr 



 
 
 
 
 
As there will be a lot of public input regarding traffic, I would like to input 
some other factors. First is the amount of stormwater runoff of a large 
impervious service that the building and parking area will produce. The 
amount of toxicity runoff from the tires cannot be overlooked.* Not only does 
that water have to be treated, the possible large volumes of water can lead to 
hazardous events to those ‘downstream’ given our present weather 
conditions. The recent effects of Hurricane Helene demonstrate that we 
should consider the likelihood of such events in our county. We are at the 
mercy of where volumes of water will take place, as experienced by our WNC 
neighbors. * Road Hazard: Evidence Mounts on Toxic Pollution from 

Tires , Yale edu Review Where the rubber meets the 
road: Emerging environmental impacts of 
tire wear particles and their chemical 
cocktails , Science of the Total Environment 
Unveiling the environmental impact of tire 
wear particles and the associated 
contaminants: A comprehensive review of 
environmental and health risk, Journal of 
Hazordous Material 

 
 
 
From: Pam M <pamy5796@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 10:43 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE VOTE NO TO THE REZONING REQUESTED BY SUMMIT CHURCH 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson,  

mailto:pamy5796@gmail.com
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


 
I already sent this on December 3 but I know that the vote is tonight. Please, please vote NO to the 
request by Summit Church to rezone 50 acres to commercial. Traffic is already horrendous on this 
portion of 15-501 and there are already too many stop lights. Please stop the Summit Church from 
rezoning the 50 acres. 

Thanks so much! 

Pam Malek  

 

 

 

Dear Chatham County Board of Commissioners, 

I am writing to express my strong support for The Summit Church's proposed campus in our 

county. As a Pittsboro resident since 2018 and a member of The Summit Church since 2019, I 

have a passionate love for Chatham County and have personally experienced the church's 

positive impact.  

One of the most compelling aspects of The Summit Church is its comprehensive support group 

network, which is open to all community members. These support groups address critical mental 

health and personal challenges, offering safe spaces for individuals struggling with a wide range 

of sensitive issues. From groups focused on anxiety and depression to those supporting 

individuals and families dealing with infertility and substance abuse/addiction, these programs 

provide crucial resources that can be lifelines for many in our community. Having been a 

member and volunteer for this program, I can personally attest to the positive benefit provided 

during challenging times of my life.  

Their youth programs are particularly noteworthy. In an era where young people increasingly 

struggle with mental health challenges, social isolation, and lack of positive mentorship, The 

Summit Church offers safe, compassionate environments that provide guidance, community, and 

fun. As a current volunteer in the Summit Kids program, I have the pleasure of seeing children 

play and grow together (including my own daughter).  

A local campus would mean that these vital community resources would be more accessible to 

Chatham County residents, reducing barriers to participation and creating new opportunities for 

local connection and support. Currently, attendees must drive 20-40 minutes to Apex or Chapel 

Hill for church services and programs. A local campus would not only save time and reduce 

transportation costs for Chatham County families, but it would also create a dedicated space for 

community engagement right here in our own county. 

I appreciate the Board's careful consideration of how new institutions can contribute to our 

county's social fabric. I recognize and empathize that we are in a season of growth and change 



for Chatham County between incoming businesses and Chatham Park development. The Summit 

Church's track record of community engagement and their commitment to serving beyond their 

immediate congregation makes them an ideal addition to Chatham County.  

Thank you for your time and thoughtful deliberation. 

Sincerely,  

Jessica Smith  

Pittsboro Resident & Summit Church Member 

 
 
 
 
From: T. Yilmaz <tulayyilmaz87@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 2:06 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Franklin Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Letter of Opposition to Megachurch Rezoning 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners and Planning Board, 

I hope this email finds you well. 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed rezoning for the Summit 
Church on Parcels 18750, 18896, and 18897 in Williams Township. As a Briar Chapel 
resident, I am deeply concerned about the potential negative impacts this mega church 
could have on our community and property values. 

The proposed church's scale and design do not align with the rural character of our area, 
and the increased traffic congestion, especially on Sundays, could significantly impact our 
quality of life. Additionally, the potential for noise pollution, limited parking, and negative 
effects on property values are serious concerns. The traffic impact analysis suggests a 
significant increase in traffic, and the discrepancy between this projection and the 
previous development raises concerns about the accuracy of the planning. 

Furthermore, the proposed church's non-profit status means it won't pay property taxes, 
raising questions about the net benefit to the county. The community has expressed strong 

mailto:tulayyilmaz87@gmail.com
mailto:karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


opposition to the rezoning, and adjacent property owners have concerns about buffer 
zones and their impact. While I understand the importance of religious institutions, I 
believe that this particular proposal does not adequately address the needs of our 
community and could have detrimental consequences. 

I urge you to carefully consider the potential negative impacts of this rezoning and to 
explore alternative solutions that would better serve the needs of our community without 
compromising its character and quality of life. Thank you for your attention to this 
important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Briar Chapel Resident 
 
 
 
 
From: garden_ in_the_woods <gardeninthewoods@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 1:08 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: request for BOC to deny rezoning for Qunity, PA / Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Good afternoon Ms. Johnson,  
 
If you would, please share my note below with the BOC as concerns tonight's meeting.  I 
will send my request to the Commissioners individually as well as to you, and regret that I 
am unable to attend tonight and present my request to the Board in person. 
 
Thanks for your assistance, I appreciate it. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Byron Matthews 
Williams Township 
 
 
 
 
From: Todd Chatterton <tchatte10@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 9:50 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Yes to Summit Church Chatham 

 

mailto:gardeninthewoods@gmail.com
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:tchatte10@gmail.com
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello Jenifer, 
 
I hope this email reaches you in time for the commissioners vote this evening. 
 
As a resident of Pittsboro, I would like to express by heartfelt support for having a Summit 
Church campus right here in Chatham County!  
 
I am a member at the Apex campus and have been attending for five years. Summit church 
has truly been life changing for me. The sense of community Summit creates is 
extraordinary. The biblically centered message keeps the church anchored with the 
teaching of Gods word.  
 
I feel Summit Chatham will truly be an asset to the community. I have seen the Apex 
campus do remarkable things for the greater Apex/Cary community, like volunteer days 
and constant community give-back and focus.  
 
Please vote in favor of bringing Summit Church to Chatham! I would love to be able to 
worship right here in my community! 
 
Kind regards, 
Todd 
 

 

From: Jan Butta <buttaj@hpw.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 11:01 AM 
To: Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; amanda.roberston@chathamcountync.gov; 
David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jan Butta <jan.butta914@gmail.com> 
Subject: AGAINST SUMMIT CHURCH 
  
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
To ALL Commissioners,   
  
Please do NOT approve the SUMMIT Church! 
As a resident, living/owning a home near by this proposed development, and as a 
professionally licensed Realtor, practicing for over 12 years, I OBJECT to this being 
built and wish to make my desires known to you, who are elected to make decisions for us. 
  

mailto:buttaj@hpw.com
mailto:Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:amanda.roberston@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:jan.butta914@gmail.com


The infrastructure supporting all of the current and existing growth /developement 
immediately around us is already failing and insufficient. 
Water issues, 
Traffic Problems, 
Many auto accidents 
Increased crime 
Not enough police personnel 
Not enough EMT service 
Schools problems 
Increased taxes 
  
Building such a thing as the mega church will only add greatly to these already existing 
problems, increase these problems, create new problems, and devalue our properties as a 
result. This will be bad for the county too, if everyone starts leaving because their property 
values are going down. And word gets out- then the effects will ripple. 
  
Maintaining the integrity of the area, and the reasons we all came here in the first place is 
critical. For ALL. 
  
I cannot attend the meeting tomorrow evening - so wanted to send this message as a 
matter of record: 
I OBJECT. 
PLEASE DO NOT APPROVE. 
  
Please confirm your receipt of this message and let me know if you have any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
Jan 

 

 

 

From: Linda Karcher <lindakkarcher@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 11:46 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Megachurch proposal 

  

mailto:lindakkarcher@gmail.com
mailto:karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov
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WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners, 

  

I am writing about the Summit Church request for the rezoning of 3 parcels of land totalling 
50 acres across from the Veranda. I am strongly in opposition to this proposal. As a resident 
of Chatham county, this will bring in unbearable traffic and congestion to our already 
congested community. With all of the construction on 15-501 already, this would place a 
bigger burden on our infrastructure. I understand that a majority of the congregation are not 
even Chatham county residents. Regardless of that, I implore you to not pass this request. 

 
 

In health & happiness, 

Linda 

 
 
 
 
From: Wylie Cox <buckyandchris@aol.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 6:14 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to the approval of the Summit Megachurch 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Good morning Ms. Johnson, 
 
We echo the points made by our neighbors Jeff & Avril Kelchner,  on Serenity Hill Circle, in Briar Chapel. 
In fact, we will have to miss the meeting tonight (for permission to build this monstrosity) because 
friends from PA are visiting to scope out the CCRCs in Chatham County—which was one of Jeff’s points. A 
new CCRC would much better meet the needs of our community rather than a church that pays no 
taxes—but taxes our infrastructure. 
 
For example, we have had (bad) visions of ambulances trying to get through that church traffic from Briar 
Chapel or Fearrington on their way to UNC’s ER, with substantial delays, as a result of hundreds of cars 
(300 proposed parking spaces) making their way to or from multiple services/activities, throughout the 
week—drawing worshippers from outside of our county.  How does that benefit all of us taxpayers or 
Chatham County? There are much better uses for that property that benefit those of us who live across 
the street from it. 

mailto:buckyandchris@aol.com
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


 
Thank you for time and attention in this matter. We truly hope you do not approve the use of that very 
special piece of property, in our backyard, for a mega—anything!  It would have a huge, negative impact 
on our lives. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bucky & Christine Cox 
279 Serenity Hill Circle 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
 
 
 
 
From: David Dupont <dapontgm@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 5:06 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Amanda Robertson <amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Re: Megachurch proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Committee Members,  
 
I have been made aware of the desire to rezone 3 parcels of land, totaling 50 acres, 
across from the veranda. I have been a resident of Fearrington Village for more than 5 
years, and I have personally been an active member of the various services provided. I am 
deeply concerned about the effect on traffic and infrastructure burden which are already 
critical. The increase in traffic has severely impacted the safety of traffic patterns, 
increasing the number of accidents which are increasing every year. Assuming this request 
includes maintaining or decreasing these demands, I expect that this request needs to be 
turned down.  
 
Regards, David Dupont 
 
On Sun, Dec 15, 2024 at 11:46 AM Linda Karcher <lindakkarcher@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear County Commissioners, 
 
I am writing about the Summit Church request for the rezoning of 3 parcels of land totalling 
50 acres across from the Veranda. I am strongly in opposition to this proposal. As a resident 
of Chatham county, this will bring in unbearable traffic and congestion to our already 
congested community. With all of the construction on 15-501 already, this would place a 
bigger burden on our infrastructure. I understand that a majority of the congregation are not 
even Chatham county residents. Regardless of that, I implore you to not pass this request. 
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In health & happiness, 
Linda 
 
 
 
 
From: Gisela Abstract Painter <giselamiller2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 3:07 PM 
To: david.delaney@chathamcountync.go 
Subject: PLEASE vote NO--Summit MEGACHURCH IN CHATHAM COUNTY 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

We, the undersigned, are respectfully asking you to vote NO for the MEGACHURCH that 
has recently been denied rezoning in Chatham County.  The DAILY added traffic from 650 
parking spaces would devastate traffic on 15/501.   There is already a high incidence of 
accidents on this highway for a 3 mile stretch;   This Church/Convention Center  will 
increase traffic-not just on Sundays!   They will require a lot of infrastructure, which their 
non-payment of traffic cannot support.  That land could be used for so many other projects 
that would contribute to all our local  citizens.     
   SO,  PLEASE uphold the zoning board's denial, and deny this petition to build an 85,000 
sq. ft. structure, that would only serve a limited group of people--mostly NOT even 
Chatham county residents. 
   Thank YOU! 
 
Gisela Miller 
Dr. Richard A. Miller 
4032 S. McDowell 
Pittsboro, NC  27312  
cell:  703-655-0928 
 
 
 
 
From: Nancy Strickland <nstrickland372@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 1:42 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Disapproval of Summit Mega Church in NE Chatham County 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

This email is to express my disapproval for the Summit Mega Church proposal, which has applied 
for the rezoning of 3 land parcels across the street from The Veranda on an approximately 50-acre 

mailto:giselamiller2@gmail.com
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tract. Immediately adjacent to the parcels is an established neighborhood off of Vickers Road in 
North East Chatham county.  
 
·        The applicant proposes to build an 88,400 square foot building which include a 1200 ft. 
auditorium and a future unknown auxiliary building to be built in the future.  The purpose of that 
auxiliary building has not been given. 

·        The applicant predicts two Sunday services, estimating 3,000 car trips every Sunday, as well 
as unknown daily usage. There are already traffic issues on this stretch of road & the addition 
of this mega site, will only multiply traffic and safety issues significantly. 

·        The future use and expansion of activities for this immense complex is unknown and 
uncontrollable. We don’t know the scope of evening services, possible special events and/or 
regional gatherings, or even if there will be the establishment of a school there. 

·        This church complex will have tax exempt status. There will be no economic benefits to the 
area with no property, payroll and use taxes being collected by Chatham county.  

This application will affect the needs of all Chatham County residents, which will be negatively 
impacted by decreased resources for affordable housing, retirement services, schools, and business 
opportunities. 

As a resident of the Briar Chapel residential community, I would greatly appreciate your support in 
voting to deny the rezoning application of the Summit Mega Church. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Nancy Strickland 

722 Tobacco Farm Way 

Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

 
 
 
 
From: Linda Karcher <lindakkarcher@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 11:46 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Megachurch proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners, 
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I am writing about the Summit Church request for the rezoning of 3 parcels of land totalling 
50 acres across from the Veranda. I am strongly in opposition to this proposal. As a resident 
of Chatham county, this will bring in unbearable traffic and congestion to our already 
congested community. With all of the construction on 15-501 already, this would place a 
bigger burden on our infrastructure. I understand that a majority of the congregation are not 
even Chatham county residents. Regardless of that, I implore you to not pass this request. 
 
 
In health & happiness, 
Linda 
 
 
 
 
From: Jan Butta <buttaj@hpw.com>  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2024 11:01 AM 
To: Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; amanda.roberston@chathamcountync.gov; 
David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jan Butta <jan.butta914@gmail.com> 
Subject: AGAINST SUMMIT CHURCH 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To ALL Commissioners,   
 
Please do NOT approve the SUMMIT Church! 
As a resident, living/owning a home near by this proposed development, and as a 
professionally licensed Realtor, practicing for over 12 years, I OBJECT to this being 
built and wish to make my desires known to you, who are elected to make decisions for us. 
 
The infrastructure supporting all of the current and existing growth /developement 
immediately around us is already failing and insufficient. 
Water issues, 
Traffic Problems, 
Many auto accidents 
Increased crime 
Not enough police personnel 
Not enough EMT service 
Schools problems 
Increased taxes 
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Building such a thing as the mega church will only add greatly to these already existing 
problems, increase these problems, create new problems, and devalue our properties as a 
result. This will be bad for the county too, if everyone starts leaving because their property 
values are going down. And word gets out- then the effects will ripple. 
 
Maintaining the integrity of the area, and the reasons we all came here in the first place is 
critical. For ALL. 
 
I cannot attend the meeting tomorrow evening - so wanted to send this message as a 
matter of record: 
I OBJECT. 
PLEASE DO NOT APPROVE. 
 
 
Please confirm your receipt of this message and let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 
Jan 
 
 
 
 
From: Jeff Kelchner <jeff.kelchner@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, December 14, 2024 11:38 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson 
<jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Mega Church Rezoning 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Members of the Chatham County Board of Commissioners 
I have a health problem that prevents me from appearing before the board meeting and 
requesting time to speak. However, I want each of you to know my position against the 
rezoning and why:: .  
As residents of the Briar Chapel community since early 2012, we have noticed the development of the 15-

501 corridor. I think the Board of Commissioners has done a reasonable job of trying to develop and 

handle the unprecedented growth and yet maintain the rural feel of Chatham County. The most recent 

pending zoning board notice to change the acreage next to Dogwood Vet Hospital in order to allow 

construction of Summit Church, a mega church, is not consistent with the development of property in this 

area of Chatham County. In my conversations with neighbors in Briar Chapel, a community of 2,700+ 

homes, there is not one person in Briar Chapel that is in favor of the land usage being proposed with the 

possible exception of the few families that are members of that church. This is also the same sentiment of 

Fearrington Village which is less than a mile away from the proposed site. There are multiple reasons for 

this sentiment:  
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a) a valuable piece of real estate in Chatham County gets developed free of property taxes-which is a 

loss of substantial revenue for the county. Alternative types of development would provide the county and 

communities with millions of dollars in property taxes, sales tax and income taxes. 

b) in order to support the cost of an infrastructure of a church this size, the facility will need to conduct 

events multiple days of the week. In general, the events which are not church sponsored will generate 

revenue for the church. The use on Sunday as well as other days of the week will put an additional 

burden on the roads and traffic patterns around the area. The traffic associated with these mega 

churches will potentially cause overflow parking because the parking lot will only accommodate 550 

vehicles. Virtually 85% to 90% plus of the potential 1200 attendees will have to commute by car to the 

church for every service or function.  

c) Chatham county does not have the road infrastructure to support this significant increase in traffic flow 

that will be created on Sundays or any other days of use. The county will likely have to utilize the services 

of the Sheriff's Department to supply traffic control; for every event-Sundays and weekdays. This is a cost 

to the county which has no revenue offset.  

d) The Briar Chapel community will become the innocent bystander of the increased traffic flow as a result 

as people exit the parking lots after any event will be looking for exit routes to get to Andrews Store Road 

or Manns Chapel Road instead of fighting the traffic on 15-501. This will potentially cause undo wear on 

our roads; create unsafe conditions for the residents walking and biking on our streets; and the 

additional traffic could have an adverse effect on the value of homes in our quiet community.   

e) Chatham County has one of the largest populations of people over 60 years old in North Carolina. 

Chatham counties continued growth of working, semi-retired and retired citizens clearly shows that it is a 

desirable area to move to.  Chatham county would better serve their residents if they were to explore and 

develop more retirement communities such as Carolina Meadows or Galloway Ridge which are CCRC 

communities that can provide residents full services for living, recreation and healthcare.  

We urge the Chatham County Board of Commissioners to vote not in favor of this rezoning request. 

Thank you for your time, regards and Happy Holidays 

Jeff and Avril Kelchner 
296 Serenity Hill Circle 
Chapel Hill, NC 

 
 
 
 
From: Keith Rea <keithrea40@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 4:58 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church campus in Chatham County 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello Ms. Johnson, 
  
I wanted to share my perspective on the upcoming discussion Monday evening on the Summit 
Church request to establish a campus in Chatham County, and respectfully ask you to consider 
the good that Summit would bring to the local community.   
  

mailto:keithrea40@gmail.com
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


My wife and I have lived in North Carolina for ~35 years, mostly in the Charlotte area with eight 
years in the Moore County / Pinehurst area.  We raised our two children in both of these areas.  We 
recently moved to Chatham County / Pittsboro to be near our kids, each of which is expecting a 
child in January (     ).  Throughout those 35 years we have belonged to and served at several church 
communities, all of which we have seen make a positive impact on the local community – whether 
helping to serve needs of the elderly, underprivileged schools, those in need of food and shelter, 
and those struggling with addictions and other life challenges. There is something special about 
being able to give back to the community – not just financially, but from the human aspect (that is, 
it is far more rewarding than any tax deduction). 
  
From my experience I can tell you there is something very special about Summit, and I would 
expect a Chatham campus to be a huge benefit to the community. I’ve seen some of the concerns 
about growth and traffic. While a church can bring an increase in traffic for a short period of time on 
Sunday mornings, I think it pales in comparison to the traffic brought by housing, apartments or 
retail. And while a church does not bring a tax base, I think the benefits to the community are much 
more valuable than the tax revenue. 
  
In my 35 years in North Carolina I can say that growth in areas such as Chatham is inevitable, and it 
is the good work by those of you who guide that growth for the good of the citizens that determine 
the fruits of that growth. I hope this helps provide some insight for you and the commission’s 
decision, and I pray that decision is in favor of Summit Church. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Keith Rea 
Keithrea40@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
From: Olivia Franek <oliviaailifranek@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 4:36 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Board Meeting 12/16/2024 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Good evening, 
 
My name is Olivia Franek and I am writing in support of the Summit Church purchasing the land parcels 
in Chatham County. As a Chatham County and Briar Chapel resident since 2020 and attendee of Summit 
Church since 2015, our family is in favor of Summit Church purchasing the parcels for use of a church 
facility. 
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The concerns regarding traffic flow for the church expecting 3000 people on Sundays are 
understandable, however Summit has already done an incredible job at all of their other campuses in 
the triangle area, and have a team of safety and transportation who work to keep things flowing. Traffic 
concerns are not new to them and they are well equipped to handle the concerns here in Chatham 
County. We never have sat in a parking lot waiting to get out of church. Everything has gone very 
smoothly. This has always been the case since we started with Brier Creek being the main campus of the 
church with large volumes of people and then when they moved to Capitol Hills. There are residents of 
Briar Chapel who now drive to the Chapel Hill or Brier Creek campuses because they started attending 
Summit prior to moving to Briar Chapel, and having a closer location would provide many benefits for 
these families. 
 
The weeknight involvement discussed in tonight’s meeting involved statements including people going to 
church would be going more than just Sundays. While this may be true, the volume is significantly less 
than on Sundays. Summit would have specific number on these concerns. 
 
The concern of property tax not being paid due to it being a religious facility and the county losing out 
on money is a legitimate one, however as I do not know exact numbers of what property tax would 
bring, the amount of growth for local businesses in the area would be hugely beneficial to the county 
and I feel could offset many of these concerns about money loss from the property tax. I also want to 
bring up that the county could have another company purchase this land and rezone that could provide 
property tax, but would not necessarily be what the neighboring homes would want either (retail stores, 
more housing, etc). Summit has been very adaptable to the concerns of Chatham County by increasing 
the barrier between the neighboring land, trying to match the aesthetic and sitting back farther off 15-
501. 
 
Summit Church has a huge history of bringing positive growth to the areas in which they obtain a place 
of worship, including positive community involvement events that could do a lot for Chatham County 
residents. From backpack and school supply drives to local mission work bettering local schools and 
helping with improvement of the area, Summit is committed to making the areas they dwell in a better 
place. They truly care about the community as a whole. 
 
I appreciate your time. 
 
Best, 
Olivia Franek 
 
 
 
 
From: Laurie Fisher <laurie7221981@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 4:08 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Feedback 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
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Dear Board of Commissioners, 
 
I am writing in support of rezoning the parcel of land for Summit Church. I have been a 
member & weekly attendee of the Summit Church for 10+ years and have lived in Briar 
Chapel for 12.5 years. The Summit Church community has been a constant support and 
blessing to my life and my family’s life over the years. They have walked with us and carried 
us through the loss of a child and have loved us well during both happy and challenging 
times.  Both of our children attend weekly events at the church that are open to all children 
and we participate in weekly small group get together to build up and support members of 
our community.  
 
We have a community of people that currently travel out of Chatham County to attend 
Summit Campuses and that give our time and talents to serve the communities 
surrounding these campuses through such events a backpack drives to support local 
schools, supporting community outreach centers and the international community in our 
area. Having a local Chatham campus will greatly benefit our community through 
continued events that seek to love our neighbors well.   
 
I trust the Summit Church leadership to build a church and surrounding property that will 
be an asset to Chatham county for decades to come and that the church is the best 
possible use of the land.  I look forward to being able to attend and being able to serve the 
community of Chatham county through the Summit Church.  
 
Laurie Fisher  
 
 
 
 
 
From: C. Dong <farragoii@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 3:44 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: RE: Summit Church: Please do not approve 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello Ms. Howard, 
 
The following is a copy of the email that I sent the other day. Unfortunately, it was returned because I did 
not enter your correct email address. I apologize if this is a duplicate message.  Thank you. Christina 
Dong 
 
 
"I live in the Briar Chapel Development and I wanted to express my deep concern about the proposal of 
building a megachurch on Route 15-501. This huge project will adversely impact the ability to exit our 
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development, increase commuter traffic through our neighborhood and may slow down emergency police 
and fire responses - all this without contributing to the tax base. I urge you to oppose this project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Christina Dong" 

 
 
 
 
From: Ashley Powell <powell.ashleyh@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 1:50 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church-Chatham County 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
> 
> Hi, 
> 
> I hope this email finds you well! 
> 
> My name is Ashley Powell and I’ve lived in Pittsboro with my family since 2016. We have loved 
Pittsboro‘s charm and have watched as it has grown over the years we’ve lived here. I can think of no 
better new addition than a campus of the Summit Church! We were thrilled to hear this was a 
possibility! 
> 
> My husband and I, along with our children, have attended the Summit since we returned to NC in 
2015. We have had to drive out to campuses in Brier Creek, Chapel Hill and Apex over the years, but it 
has absolutely been worth the drive! We have several other friends and families who also live in 
Chatham county and drive out to other campuses of the church. Together we have dreamed of having a 
convenient location to attend services and have our children‘s activities. This new location would offer 
that, but also help provide a way for us to reach out to our own local community here in Pittsboro more 
effectively. 
> 
> The Summit is known for its mentality of service. There have been so many opportunities to help serve 
in local schools or with other service organizations through our church-but nothing really local to where 
we live. If this campus proceeds, we’d love to know of service opportunities in Pittsboro and all of 
Chatham county! 
> 
> Please strongly consider this new campus for Chatham County. I’m confident our church will have a 
positive impact on the community! 
> 
> Thank you for your consideration and I hope you have an excellent afternoon! 
> 
> Sincerely, 
> Ashley Powell 
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From: William VanHook <wmvanhook@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 1:25 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church - Chatham location 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Board of Commissioners, 

I am writing to you regarding the proposed Summit Church campus in Chatham County. I am a 
resident of Chatham County and have lived near the proposed site since 2018. I also have attended 
Summit Church since 2018 and know the positive impact the Church community can have on its 
surrounding area. 

Currently, members of the Summit Church volunteer in the greater Chapel Hill and Chatham 
County community in a variety of ways.  Specifically, members of the church provide tutoring 
services for children in the Chapel Hill community, as well as help in providing backpacks for kids 
in need each year and taking meals to those who are in need.  There are countless other ways 
members of the Church have led efforts to be a blessing to members of these communities in 
need, which has been a tool to teach our children that helping others can often be done in simple 
ways.  

One of the most impactful ways members of the Summit Church has impacted the greater Chapel 
Hill and Chatham County communities is through the work of foster care and adoption of children 
in need of healthy homes.  I can recall the smiles on the faces of some of the children directly 
helped by the kind-hearted members of the Summit Church and their servant mindsets towards 
local foster children.  I believe that Summit Church members and attendees have been involved in 
countless ways to be a blessing to these communities and will be able to expand those efforts in 
the greater Chatham County area, forging fresh partnerships with other organizations that are 
serving those in need here. 

I would like to mention that the Summit Church campus which would be relocating to Chatham 
County is attended by numerous residents of Briar Chapel and surrounding Chatham County 
areas. Many of these residents could also attest to the blessing the Church has given to the 
community. This church has had a positive impact on my family's life as we have created a 
community that cares for each other and spends time weekly with each other over the last 6 years. 

With the move to the County, our family and many others plan to attend the Church’s weekly 
services and be active in a campus here in Chatham County. We believe that the church would 
bring a stronger sense of community, with minimal negative impact to the surrounding area. We 
believe that Summit would be active as a body, invested in this community being a good neighbor 
to others. 

As such we encourage our community leaders to vote to rezone in favor of the campus and 
appreciate their support. 
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Sincerely, 

William VanHook  

 
 
 
 
From: Brett Ayers <brett.ayers@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 12:55 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church in Chatham County 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Ms. Johnston, 
 
I am e-mailing you to let you know that as a Chatham County resident I I am excited at the 
prospect of having a Summit Church in our county.  My family has been attending Summit out 
in Apex and the experience has been amazing, not only in spiritual nourishment it has provided, 
but the opportunities to be part of all sorts of community outreach activities in the greater 
Apex area.   I really think bringing the church to Chatham County would provide a huge boost in 
on the ground outreach to those in need as well as amazing children's programs and teen 
programs that would really benefit many 18 and under kids in the county.    
 
My wife and I are excited to be on the ground floor of this church so that we can give our time 
and money to a church located in the county and area we live in and love.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Regards, 
Brett Ayers 
919-619-0298 
 
 
 
 
From: Martin Wisda <wisdamartin@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 12:42 PM 
To: David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson 
<jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov>; Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to Summit Church rezoning request on Route 15/501 
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WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

My husband and I live in the Briar Chapel neighborhood. We oppose the rezoning that 
would allow this mega church to build as proposed.  Our concerns are as follows:  
 
Estimates of 1,200 to 2,500 attendees multiple times a week, 85% of whom will be coming 
south from Orange County, will put a strain on an already increasing rate of traffic along 
15/501, and the Briar Chapel neighborhood (the only alternative route to access the north 
approach to the key intersection).  Even those attendees coming on 15/501 will have to 
make a u-turn south of the proposed church for access.  
 
The potential for traffic gridlock (worse case) or congestion (best case) will lead to an 
inability of emergency vehicles to get through in a timely manner.  The increasing 
development south of the proposed church only adds to this safety impact.  
 
Having read the proposed development scheme and a separate analysis, it seems the 
church is more of a campus than a typical community church and may very well be a full 
time operation involving more that just 2 or 3 half days of services. Parking estimates 
also  seem to be underestimated in the request so that raises the issue of parking across 
15/501 in the already limited parking servicing the Veranda restaurants daily. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We plan to be in attendance on Monday. 
Martin and Vivian Wisda 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Austin Motteler <austin.motteler@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 12:22 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Good afternoon Jenifer Johnson and the Board of Commissioners, 
 
While we will not be able to attend this event in person on Monday night, I wanted to take a 
moment to say that I fully support the Summit Church coming to Chatham County at the 
15-501 location. 
 
We attended Summit Church for over 10 years, several of those years at the Chapel Hill 
campus, the closest campus to northeast Chatham County. It meets at a high school in 
north Chapel Hill.  Due to distance and meeting at a high school, we decided to go to a 
different church. Having a permanent location here in Chatham County would be a positive 
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impact for the communities in this area. In addition to convenience, the campus would be 
able to better serve and host events that give back to the community and its members.  
 
If the Summit Church were permitted to open a campus in Chatham County, we would 
definitely consider attending and being a regular participant in all the activities they would 
offer.   
 
I've seen some social media posts that have mis-characterized the campus as a "mega-
church", which I feel is merely used as a scare tactic.  
 
Further, the church would draw more people to the area and boost nearby businesses 
along 15-501, especially food destinations.  
 
Thank you for your time and have a great weekend, 
Austin Motteler 
Resident of Briar Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Patty Rea <pattyrea4@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 11:07 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church in Chatham County 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I have moved around quite a bit in my life, New York, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Wisconsin and now My husband and I choose to move back to North Carolina. Freedom to choose 
is a blessing and I thought North Carolina represented that freedom. I saw a negative post on Next 
Door about the Summit Church trying to build a location in the Chatham Community where I live, 
and I agree with the posts who said they thought a church would be a great asset! 

My Daughter attends Summit at the Briar Creek, Durham location. We visited and loved the service 
and sense of community. We chose to move to Chatham County last year and were so excited to 
hear they may build a Summit Church closer to where we live. Yes, we can drive to Durham, Apex, 
Mebane, or those other locations that are further away and support that community. But it makes 
more sense to support the community where you live! How can you reject a church from being 
built? Think of the alternatives. Apartments, Stores etc. 

How can a church be a negative to a community? Look at the studies conducted over the years. 
Especially after COVID! “Religious service attendance is associated with greater longevity, less 
depression, less suicide, less smoking, less substance abuse, better cancer and cardiovascular 
disease survival, less divorce, greater social support, greater meaning in life, greater life 
satisfaction, more volunteering, and greater civic engagement.”- J.P. Conway 
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I hope you vote in favor of building the church. I personally believe Christ’s command to make 
disciples as we go into our communities. Such obedience will result in growth. And that is not a 
terrible thing! 

My Best Regards, 

Patricia Rea 

 
 
 
 
 
From: rolisonl1960@gmail.com <rolisonl1960@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 10:58 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Franklin Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Rezoning Requests by Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I understand that the December 16th Chatham County Board meeting will decide on 
Summit Church’s request for rezoning the parcels located on the east and west side of 
15/501 near the Vickers Road and Briar Chapel Parkway entrances to 15/501.  I urge you to 
deny this request. 
 
Plan Chatham lays out a long-term vision for Chatham County.  These rezoning requests 
do not meet several key goals in Plan Chatham and changes to zoning should be in 
alignment with the goals laid out in this plan. 
 

• First, Plan Chatham calls for preserving the rural character and lifestyle of Chatham 
County.  This proposal is out of scale with the rural nature of Chatham County.  Their 
application calls for an 88,400 sq ft main building plus a 24,000 sq ft event space.  In 
comparison, the county’s Ag Center is 34,430 sq ft.  The proposed Summit Church buildings 
would be more than three times the size of the county’s Ag Center.  A campus this size 
would not meet the Plan Chatham goal of preserving the rural character of our county. 

 
• Second, Plan Chatham encourages roadway design that limits breaks and turn lanes to 

better control left turns that can impede traffic flow.  The applicant has estimated that 
approximately 15% of attendees would be from Chatham County.  The majority of their 
attendees will be arriving from the north (Orange County) and would have to execute a U-
turn across 15/501 to access the property.  In the applicant’s proposal they are planning for 
2 to 3 services on Sunday.  The changeover between services will create excessive 
congestion as one group of attendees is emptying the parking lot and exiting on 15/501, 
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while another group arrives making U-turns to access the property.  This proposal would not 
meet the Plan Chatham goal of controlling left turns that impede traffic flow on 15/501. 

 
• Finally, Plan Chatham calls for diversifying the tax base, increasing the proportion of 

commercial tax base and generating more high quality, in-county jobs.  The applicant 
has acknowledged that opportunities for local employment would be limited.  This proposal 
does not diversify or add to the tax base.  Currently the zoning for this property (Conditional 
District – Compact Community) allows for a mix of residential and commercial 
development which has the potential of generating significant tax revenue for the 
county.  Approval of the rezoning request would allow a commercially desirable property 
along 15/501 to become tax exempt – resulting in a loss of significant future tax revenue to 
the county.  This proposal does not meet the Plan Chatham goal of diversifying the tax base. 
 

Simply put, these rezoning requests are not consistent with the goals laid out in Plan 
Chatham.  I hope that you choose to deny these requests in support of your stated goals in 
Plan Chatham. 
 
Liz Rolison 
1900 Briar Chapel Parkway 
 
 
 
 
From: Simon Varey <simonvarey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 11:51 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to Summit Church Proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Simon Varey 
34 Hunters Way 
Chapel Hill, NC 
simonvarey@gmail.com 
 
December 13, 2024 
 
Dear Chatham County Board of Commissioners, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed 
rezoning request from Summit Church. As a local resident, I have serious concerns about 

mailto:simonvarey@gmail.com
mailto:karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:simonvarey@gmail.com


the long-term impacts this project would have on our community, particularly regarding 
traffic congestion and public safety. 
 
The projected 3,000 car trips, as well as numerous activities during the week, would lead to 
a significant increase in traffic flow through an already strained infrastructure. This volume 
of traffic would create severe backups, particularly during peak hours, which will only 
worsen as the church continues to grow. This is not even taking into account the additional 
traffic from the soon-to-be-built Vickers Village development. 
 
Additionally, the traffic congestion caused by this development would impact the quality of 
life for existing residents. Roads will be clogged, travel times will increase, and our daily 
routines will be disrupted by the volume of vehicles associated with the church’s 
operations. This will have a lasting negative effect on the livability of our community. I am 
also concerned with the added risk of road accidents this additional traffic will bring. 15-
501 is already the site of a large number of traffic collisions. I have a young child and I am 
wary of the danger this additional traffic would bring to our small neighborhood. 
 
I urge the Board of Commissioners to carefully consider these concerns and to prioritize 
the safety, well-being, and daily lives of the people who call Chatham County home. While 
I appreciate the church’s desire to serve its congregation, it is essential that any 
development in our area takes into account the broader impact on traffic and public 
safety. I strongly urge you to vote against this rezoning proposal. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I trust that you will consider 
the best interests of our community in your decision. 
 
Sincerely, 
Simon Varey 
 
-- 
Simon Varey, PhD 
Natural Language Generation Research Fellow, Fizz Studio 
 
 
 
 
From: Michele Maxwell <mmaxwell2320@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 7:48 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church potential site in Chatham Co. 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Jenifer,  
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My name is Michele Maxwell and my husband and I moved to Pittsboro almost 2 years ago 
from north Durham. We are empty nesters and moved to Pittsboro for the quiet and quaint 
small town that it is. We understand that will change, change is inevitable to this area. The 
goal is to change with intent.  
 
We have grown to love this community as we did north Durham for over 20 years. We have 
also been members of the Summit Church for over 18 years. We watched the Summit 
Church build a location in north Durham during our time there, which is also a quiet and 
rural area. The North Durham Summit location was built on a two lane road (Rose of 
Sharon Rd) less than a mile from a 2000 student high school (Riverside) and traffic was not 
an issue. This is why I know the traffic argument some have concerning the Chatham Co 
location is unfounded. 
 
Being a member of the Summit Church we have seen first hand the impact it had on our 
community. There were yearly work weekends (not days) at Riverside Highschool and 
Hillandale Elementary school that we participated in as well as a local need based day 
care. We held backpack drives and celebration lunches for teachers and staff of the local 
schools. These are just a few of the regular things The Summit Church does in the 
communities where they have church plants. There were many other things we did not 
even get a chance to personally participate in so this is just the tip of the ice berg. So, I 
would say what you loose in tax revenue, you gain over an abundance in volunteers, donors 
and people who can love on a community. 
 
Please carefully consider this opportunity for our community. I know the negative voices 
are loud. Please know there is a very quiet but very large part of the community praying for 
this and the good it would do for Pittsboro and Chatham County. 
 
Michele Maxwell 
 
 
 
 
From: Alice Merritt <alicebmerritt@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 7:39 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit church proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Good Morning Jenifer- 
I am writing an email to support the APPROVAL from the Board for the proposed Summit 
Church campus in Chatham County. We are new residents in Chatham County and we 
have 3 children that we are raising in Pittsboro.  
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My husband and I have been attending The Summit Church for the past 8 years. We started 
attending this church in Raleigh NC and since we have moved to Pittsboro drive to the 
campus in Mebane 40 min away. You can tell how much we love the church in that we are 
willing to drive so far to attend the in person sermons. 
 
I would love for the wonderful Summit community to become a part of Chatham County. 
This church is very diverse and serves a wide number of people in the ministries. The 
members of this church pour so many positive efforts into the communities they serve and 
would no doubt be a valuable addition to Chatham County. 
 
Yes, Chatham County is growing and that is hard for lots of people, and there is no 
stopping the growth. We love Chatham County and look forward to serving the community 
and those in need. 
Thank you- Alice Merritt 
 
--  
Alice B. Merritt MPH, RD, LDN, CEDRD  
Clinical Dietitian 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Michael Rodriguez <mjrodri1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 6:26 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: The Summit Church - Chatham County Campus 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Greetings,  
 
My name is Michael Rodriguez and I have been a Chatham County resident and small 
business owner for almost 15 years.  I also own businesses in Chapel Hill and Carrboro, 
and have done so for more than a decade, while also serving on the Board of Directors for 
the Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro for almost 4 years. 
 
For 13 years I have attended the Summit Church, driving first to our Raleigh campus, then 
Chapel Hill, and currently the Apex location.  And for most of this time I have often prayed 
for a Summit Church to come to Chatham County. 
   
While I could write pages on the intangible benefits to having a Summit Church in any 
community, I believe that those points that are tangible and data driven make the most 
sense for this forum. 
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1. We make it our mission to serve the communities our churches are in.  This comes with 
assistance to local schools whether it be for campus beautification, at-risk youth 
mentorship, and in some cases even substitute teacher coverage.  We help serve refugees, 
offer aid to families in need, and genuinely attempt to understand and help the other needs 
we may not be aware of.  A church of hundreds looking to share resources, talents, and 
time can only assist a community.  Currently, these resources are being distributed to 
other communities due to a lack of presence in Chatham.  This changes almost overnight 
with a campus coming here. 
 
2. As a small business owner, I recognize the need for an increase to the shopping public.  I 
have noted some concerns over the property tax loss, though presently it appears the tax 
benefits of this unused land is less than $500 annually.  While my businesses themselves 
would not directly benefit from an increase in the population on Sunday's, I can assure you 
that surrounding restaurants, gas stations, and grocery stores would.  The sales tax from 
lunches and goods bought on what is traditionally the slowest day for any business would 
far outweigh the concerned "loss" of tax revenue. 
 
3. I have also noted a concern over traffic.  Growth is coming to Chatham, 
period.  Hundreds of apartments, a Community College, grocery stores, etc. are already 
built with more buildings, rooftops, and growth coming.  Traffic to this point has not been 
affected as far as I have noticed, and the DOT will most likely already be investing in 
infrastructure to accommodate the current developments.  And, of all days in a week, if 
there is a day that I NEVER see traffic, it is on Sunday mornings.  Having a Summit in 
Chatham will not create gridlock.  Our existing campuses are already in areas with 
significantly more traffic and people, and we have not experienced any backlash due to 
traffic from local citizens or municipalities.   
 
I find it hard to imagine the benefit to denying a group of hundreds the opportunity to 
worship in Chatham who will also seek to help our county and its people.  I hope that our 
church's track record speaks for itself, and the board votes in favor of allowing the Summit 
Church to bless Chatham County. 
 
Thank you all for your effort and consideration, 
Michael Rodriguez 
Multi-Unit Franchisee, Subway  
Board of Directors: The Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
FAF National Advisory Board: Subway 
630 East St., Ste. 1 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
mjrodri1@gmail.com 
Michael Rodriguez 
Multi-Unit Franchisee, Subway  
Board of Directors: The Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
FAF National Advisory Board: Subway 
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630 East St., Ste. 1 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
mjrodri1@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
From: Lauren VanHook <lmvanhook@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 13, 2024 4:58 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Chatham Campus 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Board of Commissioners, 
 
I am reaching out to you regarding the proposed Summit Church campus in Chatham 
County. I am a resident of Chatham County and have lived near the proposed site since 
2018. I also have attended Summit Church since 2018 and have witnessed the positive 
impact the Church community can have on its surrounding area. The Summit as a church 
is a “good neighbor” and that would continue when we transition to Chatham County.  
 
There are many ways we contribute to the community, but I have personally helped provide 
school backpacks for kids for the last 4 years and have contributed meals to those in need. 
This week I helped other Summit members with renovations needed at East Chapel Hill 
High. I’ve seen the benefit Chatham County children in foster care receive when they are 
placed in a home of friends that are Summit members. I’ve celebrated in a Chatham 
County courthouse when a child was adopted by a Summit family. 
 
In addition, for the last 6 years we’ve held a weekly club for elementary school students to 
have a place to learn and play safely with each other. Summit also has a Prison Ministry 
where members can become trained to serve in North Caroline Prisons meeting needs the 
Prisons share. I am taking steps to be trained to participate in this. All of these would not 
be possible without our Summit Campus and have made a difference in the life of my 
family. 
 
The Summit Chapel Hill campus moving to Chatham County is attended by other Briar 
Chapel and Chatham County residents. We would welcome a campus that does not pull 
us from Chatham County into Orange and Durham Counties regularly. We love our 
community and would like to have an organization like the Summit to serve Chatham 
County with and through. 
 
We believe that the church would bring a stronger sense of community, with minimal 
negative impact to the surrounding area and am confident we will be good neighbors for 
Chatham County. 
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As such we encourage our Commissioners to vote in favor of the campus and appreciate 
their support. 
 
Thank you, 
Lauren VanHook  
 
 
 
From: Joan Shier <joanshier@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 10:09 PM 
To: joanshier@gmail.com 
Subject: Regarding the rezoning request by Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I would like to submit my opposition to the rezoning of the land requested by 
the Summit Church along 15/501 for all the same reasons that were brought 
to the Planning Board. Please follow their recommendation and vote against 
this rezoning. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Joan Shier, resident of Fearrington 
 
 
 
 
From: Alexa Moore <alexapmoore@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 8:48 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

This letter is to request that the Chatham County County Commissioners deny the request of Summit 
Church for the conditional rezoning of 50 acres on 15-501 across from The Veranda for use as a 88,421 
square foot megachurch. 
 
The traffic generated by this facility - 3000 trips on Sunday  will create high-volume bottlenecks 
(especially when noting that the traffic will come in surges and the requisite u-turns across traffic ) and 
cause problems along the entire corridor of 15-501. This corridor is the sole connection between Chapel 
Hill and I-40 and will result in further back- ups even beyond Chatham County. It will impact the ability of 
emergency services to reach those in need and hospitals and firetrucks to respond to emergency calls. 
We already receive too many notices of accidents in the immediate area. There is no assurance that the 
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church will not schedule additional services and other activities on Sundays, thereby increasing the 
projected trips. 
 
Although 600-700 trips during weekdays are used in the traffic report, this number could also increase 
substantially due to use of the facility and its "future building".  The County has no control over the 
number and extent of activities that could occur in the church, its auditorium, the open space and the 
future building.  
 
In addition, the residents of Chatham County will bear the burden of increased property taxes as a result 
of the use of the road and the loss of tax revenue since the church is exempt from property taxes and is 
not conducting activity which generates taxes.  
 
This facility will benefit the great number of people from outside of Chatham County attending the church 
with no benefit to the residents, who will absorb the burden.  It is not for Chatham County.  
 
We urge you to deny this request. 
 
Alexa and David Moore 
96 Treywood Lane 
Chapel Hill NC 27516 
Chatham County 
 

 
 
 
 
From: Michael Connolly <smuconnolly@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 5:31 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Megachurch 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners, 
  
I am writing in reference to the proposed rezoning of land along 15-501 for a Summit 
Megachurch.  There are three reasons I urge you to vote NO: 
 

1. Per the application, 85% of the people served by this church don’t even live in 
Chatham County; 
2. This church will add significant volume to the traffic of 15-501 which already has 
congestion that is of concern to those of us who travel it daily; 
3. While the church will use Chatham County resources, it will contribute nothing 
to our tax base which provides those services 
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Growth that improves the lives of Chatham County residents is welcome.  I see only costs, but 
no benefits to our county through the addition of this church. Please vote NO. 
  
Respectfully yours, 
 
Michael A. Connolly 
631 Fearrington Post 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
919.542.0080 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Todd Metzker <tmetzker@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 4:46 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Chatham  
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hello Jennifer, 
 
I wanted to send a quick email expressing my support of Summit Church in planting a perminiate home 
in Chatham County. As both a resident of Chatham as well as someone who attends Summit the positive 
impact the church will have on the local community outweighs all other concerns. 
 
I have personal seen and experienced the ways the local campus invests in the community, by partnering 
in projects that generate impact to those who are in need. We have also partnered with local community 
based orginzatilns to help. From the Jackson Center to the rescue missions, we are always looking for 
ways to make a difference. 
 
This isn’t a mega church. It’s a local campus that is connected to several other campuses around RDU. 
Something that all of Chatham would greatly benifit from. 
 
 
Best, 
Todd 
646-385-0042 
Tmetzker@hotmail.com 
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From: Cindy Sapienza <lcsapienza@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:03 PM 
To: David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Proposed development across from Veranda 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Please vote against allowing the mega church development off of 15/501 between 
Fearrington Village & Mann's Chapel Rd.  There are already 3 dangerous 
intersections:  Fearrington Village. Jack Bennett and Briar Chapel that all intersect the 
15/501 in a very short distance of one another.  Hardly a week goes by when there is not a 
major accident at one of these 3 intersections.  Add to that the new entrance to the 
community college/Food Lion, where one still sees cars trying to make an awkward U-turn 
at that light instead of making the also risky U-turn right before Jack Bennett.    
Bottom Line is the road cannot safely support that many additional vehicles which could 
increase even more depending on what happens with the "future development building" 
portion on the plans for the same site.   
 
Thank you for allowing our input! 
Cindy & Joe Sapienza 
Residents of Fearrington Village 
 
 
 
 
From: Luke Rowe <luke.rowe61@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 3:12 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: egravelle@summitchurch.com 
Subject: Concerning: Summit Church Campus in Chatham County 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

An Open Note to the Board of Commissioners Chatham County 
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to communicate with you concerning the potential of having 
a Campus of the Summit Church located here in Chatham County.   
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I should also thank you for serving our county.  I have been here now for just over 12 years 
in my present home.  I have lived through a county growing rapidly and transitioning from 
mostly rural to suburban and then urban, Montgomery County Maryland.  I know the 
myriad of issues you are facing are great and often complicated. Your willingness to serve 
is to be commended and recognized. 
 
I have been attending the Summit Church since January of 2012.  I chose to reenage in my 
faith in 2007 after disengaging back during my time as a paratrooper in the early 
80's.  When I came here I struggled to find a church that worked for me. (God knows we 
need a variety of options for worship) and that led to a reference to the Summit Church 
which immediately appealed to me and I finally was baptised as an adult that January at 
the end of 4 sermons on the Book of Esther. 
 
My pet dog is named Esther, that is how impactful those sermons were for me. 
 
Since then I have attended both the Briar Creek campus (25 minute drive) and the East 
Chapel Hill campus (20 minutes drive).  I have participated in small groups and outreach 
and have previously served at the East Chapel Hill Campus during services.  This was quite 
the change - me serving - for a man who has spent most of my life as a cynical non-
believer. 
 
The Summit is an incredibly well run church 100% based in faith and run on prayer.  Yes, 
we also raise a great deal of money to invest in our communities through church planting 
and community outreach.  Of course we don't see the resources as ours to hoard, but as 
God's to invest.  Everyone is welcome, everyone with an earnest desire to seek the comfort 
of a Godly community finds comfort, motivation, and a calling to contribute our time and 
resources.  This is not unlike other churches, I have attended a few over the years, but the 
Summit is home for me and will attract more folks like me to choose this area to live.. 
 
I am very familiar with the potential location, I board my dog at Dogwood Pet Resort next 
door when I travel - which is often - and as a lifelong runner I have run by there many 
mornings over the past decade.  I know the traffic patterns well and I am familiar with how 
the Summit handles any potential traffic.  I have never seen traffic disrupted in any of their 
locations even during the big days like Easter - we typically don't have services on 
Christmas Day.   
 
OK, I think you get where I stand.  I know there are folks who can see the negative in 
anything, but from a county perspective adding a campus of this amazing church 
organization will be a wonderful addition and an attraction.  From a personal perspective 
this news now has me reconsidering the need to relocate when I retire in a few years. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I can not make the meeting on the 16th, I will be in 
Boston that evening, otherwise I would be and that would have been the first time in my life 



I would have done something like that, but the idea of having the Summit in Chatham is 
that appealing to me. 
 
--  
Lucien Rowe 
840 Legend Oaks Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
 
919-357-0160 
 
 
 
 
From: Gae Whitener <gaewhitener@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:59 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Re: Proposed Summit Megachurch 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners, 
  
I am writing in reference to the proposed rezoning of land along 15-501 for a Summit 
Megachurch.  There are three reasons I urge you to vote NO. 
  

-       Per the application, 85% of the people served by this church don’t even live in Chatham 
County; 

-       This church will add significant volume to the traffic of 15-501 which already has congestion 
that is of concern to those of us who travel it daily; 

-       While the church will use Chatham County resources, it will contribute nothing to our tax base 
which provides those services 
  
Growth that improves the lives of Chatham County residents is welcome.  I see only costs, but 
no benefits to our county through the addition of this church. Please vote NO. 
  
Respectfully yours, 
Gae Whitener 
631 Spindlewood 
Pittsboro, NC 
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From: C. Dong <farragoii@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:50 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Summit Church Please do not approve the rezoning request 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello Ms. Johnson,  
 
Below is a copy of one of the emails that I sent to the County Commissioners but neglected to cc them to 
you. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christina Dong 

 
From: C. Dong <farragoii@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:14 PM 
To: amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov <amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: RE: Summit Church Please do not approve the rezoning request  
  
Hello Ms. Robertson, 
 
I live in the Briar Chapel Development and I wanted to express my deep concern about the proposal of 
building a megachurch on Route 15-501.  The impact of this huge project will adversely the ability to exit 
our development, increase commuter traffic through our neighborhood and may slow down emergency 
police and fire responses - all this without contributing to the tax base. I urge you to oppose this project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Christina Dong 
 

 
 
 
 
From: Kristi Hollenbeck <kristimhollenbeck@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:45 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Building 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Good afternoon,  
 
I wanted to email in regards to the potential Summit Church build in Chatham county. I 
have attended the Summit Church since 2006, and when I moved to Chatham county in 
2021 from Durham I was looking for a church closer to home, and after visiting churches in 
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Chatham county and Chapel Hill we ended up at Summit Chapel Hill for their amazing 
children's programming and beliefs that align with our families.  
 
Because I have attended Summit for a long time, I have had the opportunity 
to see the intentional way they serve the communities they are in. I have had a chance to 
serve our public schools in Durham by painting teachers' classrooms, adding murals to 
walls to beautify their buildings, landscaping and giving teachers luncheons and 
celebrations throughout the years to know how appreciated they are. I have spent time in 
after school programs with children in less advantaged neighborhoods by offering snacks, 
a space to play and learn about God again in Durham each week. I have given 
Thanksgiving meals to Hargraves in Chapel Hill, and many backpacks to their back to 
school events at the community center. These are just a small portion of the mission and 
service opportunities that they invite the congregation to be a part of. I have met so many 
people who love God and out of that love, love their communities in such a tangible way. 
Summit's motto has always been to love God, love people, and love the world, and 
Chatham county would be blessed by their presence.  
 
We currently live across from the land that is being considered, and we would absolutely 
LOVE to have The Summit in our neighborhood.  
 
Please know that we support The Summit project and would ask you to vote "yes" on 
Monday.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kristi Hollenbeck 
 
 
 
 
From: Chris Young <1chrisyoung@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:12 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Support of Summit Church Building Project 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Jenifer, 
 
Hello! I saw that the Board of Commissioners is inviting feedback for the potential building project of the 
Summit Church. As a Chatham County resident, I wanted to reach out and offer my SUPPORT of this 
project. 
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I have either watched or attended all of the Planning Board meetings over the past few months that have 
addressed this project. Generally, it seems to me that the main opposing points are: 1) traffic concerns 
and 2) that a church of this size doesn’t fit the strategic vision of the Chatham County Comprehensive 
Plan. While I think these are valid concerns (I don’t want to downplay anyone’s thoughts/opinions), my 
experience with the Summit Church has taught me that this project would be a great benefit to our 
community. 
 
My family has been a part of the Summit Church for almost 20 years, starting with my wife and I going to 
this church while we were students at UNC, to now being members of this church with our growing 
family. Our family attends the Summit Church campus that meets at East Chapel Hill High school. Here 
are a few ways we’ve seen that specific Summit campus serve the community of Chapel Hill: 
 
- Tutoring for students 
- Providing backpacks and school supplies to ~200 kids every Fall 
- Involvement with local prisons, including helping men and women with re-entry after their sentences 
- Supporting multiple foster families 
- Providing care and counseling 
 
There are MANY more positive community impacts that I have personally seen— too many to list. Based 
on my personal experience, I believe that the benefits of having a Summit Church campus in our 
Chatham County community will far outweigh the previously mentioned negatives. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. Regardless of the outcome of this meeting, I appreciate the 
work that you and others do to serve our community. If you (or anyone else) would like to discuss this 
further, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Chris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Libby Wilkie <wilkie.libby@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 12:17 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Rezoning Application 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
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As a resident of Chatham County and living in Fearrington Village, I STRONGLY urge you to 
reject the Summit Church rezoning request on 15-501.  This would be a catastrophe for the 
local neighbourhood.  
 
Sincerely, 
Libby Wilkie 
 
Libby Wilkie 
wilkie.libby@gmail.com 
Cell: 845-721-0805 
919-542-1045 
 
 
 
 
From: Joan Bogin <jcbogin@me.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 8:52 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; david.delany@chathamcountync.gov; Katie 
Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposed to the Megachurch 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
 
 
 
From: Bert's Outlook <bertbowe@nc.rr.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 6:39 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Please vote "no" on Megachurch zoning 
Importance: High 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Chatham County Commissioners, 
I would like to express strong agreement with all Chatham County Planning 
Board members that the proposed huge 88K+ square foot Summit Church 
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Megachurch across from The Veranda is not appropriate.  The expected traffic 
congestion and impact to safe travel of emergency vehicles at and near that 
location is undesirable, even for an organization that would add to the county’s 
tax base and employment - which would not be the case here.  
Best Regards, 
Bert Bowe 
18 East Madison  
Pittsboro, NC  27312 
 
 
 
 
From: Cathy Somer <cathysomer2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 6:21 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Megachurch on 15-501 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I am writing to express my strenuous objection to the proposed construction of a 
megachurch in Chatham County on Route 15-501 across from the Veranda shopping 
center. The large number of people who are projected to attend church services and 
other activities there will greatly increase the vehicular traffic on 15-501 in that part of 
Chatham County, and the addition of a traffic light at the site will further slow down the 
flow of cars in the area.  
 
Since most of the megachurch members are not residents of Chatham County and 
since Chatham County will not receive any tax revenue from the church, it seems 
reasonable to propose that the church be built in the county where most of its members 
live. Also, as Chatham Park continues to grow, the traffic on 15-501 will become 
increasingly dense without the burden of traffic from a megachurch. 
 
Sincerely, Cathy Somer 
Resident, Fearrington Village 
 
 
 
 
From: Linda Rice <lr.lindarice@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 5:31 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; amanda.roberston@chathamcountync.gov; 
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Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To the Commissioners of Chatham County, 
 
I am writing to express my concern about the proposed rezoning of 50 acres for Summit 
Church on 15-501.  I am concerned about the traffic it will cause with tremendous 
numbers of cars which will disrupt traffic, increase congestion, and likely cause 
increased accidents.  I also object to all these accommodations for an entity which will 
not contribute to the Chatham County tax base, and will in fact use our resources.   
 
I believe it will be a negative for our existing vibrant small church community in 
Pittsboro, and most congregants of the proposed are from outside our county. 
 
I hope you will follow the Planning Board’s unanimous recommendation and NOT 
approve this re-zoning request. 
 
Thank you for your public service and for considering my concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Linda Rice 
3 McDowell 
1007 Fearrington Way 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
 
 
 
 
From: Pam Bailey <pambaileyx@icloud.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 5:25 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to mega church location in Chatham County 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I am writing to ask you to uphold the decision by Planning Board to oppose the rezoning of a land parcel 
for the construction of a Summit Church. The Planning Board opposed the rezoning for practical reasons. 
I especially point out that the construction of this church does not serve the residents of this community, 
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nor does it bring in tax dollars. Pure and simple, there is no reason for Chatham County to rezone 
precious land for a structure that will (a) serve mostly residents from outside Chatham County, and (b) 
will not bring in additional spendable income to the County. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pam Bailey 
 
 
 
 
From: Edwina Woodbury <wina.woodbury@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 5:01 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Megachurch Rezoning Proposal 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Ms. Howard, 
 I am a Fearrington Village resident, and I’m writing to express my serious concerns about the potential 
problems for our area if the rezoning proposal to allow for the megachurch to build on US 15 501 is 
passed. As I’m sure you’ve heard from many others, we are worried about the implications of having 
such a large church population creating massive traffic and parking issues in this area. There is already a 
great deal of development happening in this corridor, so I urge you to vote “no” to the rezoning 
proposal. 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
Sincerely, 
Edwina Woodbury 
 
 
 
 
From: Janice Parker <parker.janj@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 10:52 AM 
To: David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson 
<jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; katie.kenlan@chatcountync.gov; Karen Howard 
<karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Rezoning for Summit Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners and Clerk of Board,  
 
I am a resident of Briar Chapel, and I write to express my opposition to the proposed 
rezoning of Chatham County land to accommodate the construction of a 88,400 square 
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foot church and related facilities on some 50 acres of land across 15/501 from the 
community where I live. 
 
It is well established that the land use proposed by Summit Church would lead to an 
enormous increase in traffic and congestion to be borne entirely by Chatham County, 
since the church would pay no taxes.  The proposal  flies in the face of the desire of 
Chatham County residents to preserve the rural character of the county. as  expressed in 
Plan Chatham. 
 
Please deny the proposal to rezone. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Parker, 106 Beacon Ridge Blvd., 27516. 
 
 
 
 
From: Stephanie Powell <stephaniecpowell48@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 12:13 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson <amandarob@gmail.com>; Franklin Gomez-
Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: JCoplan48@Comcast.net; Stephanie Powell <stephaniecpowell48@gmail.com>; Bonnie McCarthy 
<bonniemccarthy1@gmail.com>; Barbara Falotico <barbara.falotico@verizon.net>; Howard Fifer 
<howard4868@gmail.com>; Thyssen, Esther <esther.thyssen@yahoo.com>; Shamp, Jim 
<jimshamp@mac.com> 
Subject: Summit Rezoning Request 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To: Chatham County Commissioners  
Re: Summit Rezoning Request 
Date: December 11, 2024 
 
Attached please find a document in response to Summit's rezoning request. Page one is a 
summary of the entire document. The remainder of the document provides additional 
detail and links to supporting information and primary sources.  
 
Some of this information (contained in attachments to Qunity's "Design Narrative" 
submitted as part of the initial application or attached to Qunity's "Supplemental 
Clarification letter of 9/19/24") has not been previously discussed. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
James Coplan 
Barbara Falotico 
Peter Falotico 
Howard Fifer 
Bonnie McCarthy 
Stephanie Powell 
Jim Shamp 
Esther Thyssen 
 
 
 
 
From: Kathy Hotelling <kathyhotelling@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 8:36 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan 
<Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; amanda.roberston@chathamcountync.gov; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Mega Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

As a resident of Fearrington Village, I am writing to 

vehemently oppose the approval of Summit Church's request for 

the rezoning of 50 acres across from the Veranda. The current traffic 

on 15/501 has dramatically increased in the last several years, 

certainly in concert with the development of Chatham Park. The amount 

of traffic produced by this Church will be on Sundays and activities 

during the week, and the church services and activities will grow over 

time. And then there is the future building space for whatever...a 

school perhaps? 

The applicants admit that about 15% of the church family will be from 

Chatham County. So this proposal is not really for Chatham County 

residents. It will produce no taxes for the County. And it is doubtful 

that it will increase employment of County residents by any 

appreciable number. 

But it will significantly increase the amount of traffic on 15/501, 

the likelihood of accidents, back ups which affect Veranda businesses, 

and increase the amount of time that first responders can get to 

emergencies....and increase the amount of time in which Chatham County 

residents can get to the Emergency Department at UNC.  
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Sounds like a losing proposition for us. Please vote no.  

 

Kathy Hotelling 

271 Fearrington Post 

Pittsboro, NC  27312 

 
 
 
 
From: Milica Tomich <milicatomich@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 2:28 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: No mega church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Please vote no—building a mega church will cost, (not contribute positively,) to Chatham 
County’s already over-ambitious plans for the area.   
Why the push to further congest the area and cause all of the problems such an endeavor 
will bring, without any positive gains to  our community?  
Who in this area of Chatham County’s gains from this idea?  
 
You’ve heard all of the arguments against it—it’s a no brainer. No. 
 
Melissa Tomich 
 
 
 
 
From: Peter Falotico <peter.falotico@verizon.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 11:53 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Please forward to each Commissioner 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello, 

I am against the rezoning proposal for parcels 18750, 18896 and 18897 because the 
change will present unsafe road conditions on 15-501. 

Rezoning these parcels of land will provide traffic congestion, blocked thoroughfares 
and the risk of emergency vehicles unable to respond in a timely manner to a crisis. 

The police, fire and ambulance services have a difficult challenge under normal 
circumstances. Why would we want to make things worse? 
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We must have safe roads and in Chatham County, 15-501 is expected to be drivable at 
all times. 

A rezoning proposal should not impede our safety.  

In an emergency, every second counts. 

Please consider my appeal to you when making your decision about this rezoning 
proposal. 

Thank you for allowing my input. 

Peter Falotico 

 
 
 
 
From: Tate Renner <Tate.Renner@sas.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 12:21 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Franklin Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Please reject Summit Church's rezoning request 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

All, 
 
I am writing to ask you to reject the request by Summit Church to rezone three parcels of land 
(50 acres)  on 15-501. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tate Renner 
 
 
 
 
From: patti sonnentag <sonnentagpb@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 9:09 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: David Delaney <david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
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<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson 
<jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Mega Church 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe.  

To the commissioners of Chatham County, 
 
As many in Briar Chapel and the surrounding areas, we also oppose the rezoning to allow 
the Summit Mega Church to proceed. 
The reasons are many: 
(1)  After hearing the response from the community, your own Planning 
Committee unanimously voted it down. 
(2)  The loss of revenue to Chatham County due to their tax exemption status is a real 
negative given the rising property taxes. 
(3)  Only 15% of the members of this church are from the area.  That means we would be 
servicing 85% of residents from outside Chatham  County. 
(4)  Amount of impervious surfaces from parking lots, buildings, etc., to support 3,000 
memberships. 
(5)  Enormous amount of traffic flooding what is basically a residential area not only on 
days of worship but for many days during the week for other scheduled activities.   
(6) We already have many churches in the area that meet the needs of Chatham County. 
(7)  A more  important need is affordable housing.  If you truly want to serve the community, 
this huge tract of land could be used to provide housing to those most in need.   
 
We hope you give very careful consideration to your decision and vote for what the large 
majority of the community is requesting.  Please vote against  the rezoning. 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark & Patti Sonnentag 
42 Serenity Hill Circle 
Briar Chapel Community   
 
 
 
 
From: mapple74@twc.com <mapple74@twc.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 3:58 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: No on rezoning for megachurch 
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WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson, 
 
I am contacting you to oppose the rezoning to allow rezoning of 3 parcels of land. The plan 
will result in  at least 3,000 car trips during the week. There is a potential for even more 
services and activities. The two-story building which includes a 1,200 seat auditorium is 
out of character with Chatham Co. rural communities.  I use  the15-501 almost daily where 
we are already experiencing traffic problems and too many accidents. The proposal will 
cause significant traffic backups and congestion . 
Furthermore, the proposal, if approved, does not add to the tax base or local employment. 
The applicant has stated that 85% of the people attending will be outside Chatham 
County. Another 24,000 square foot building on the proposed site plan is referred to as 
"future accessory building."  There are already several branches of this mega church in 
neighboring communities, so individuals who wish to attend could find a church home 
without driving into Chatham Co. 
 
Please vote NO and don’t approve the rezoning for this megachurch. 
 
Respectfully, 
Marianne Apple 
4057 Fearrington Post 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
 
 
 
 
From: Blisse Adams <teachcje@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 1:47 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Rezoning of Parcel 18909 (Event Center/Church) 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 
Good Afternoon, 
 
I am a Chatham County resident and I am  opposed to the rezoning of Parcel 18909 for the 
following reasons. 
 
1.  The area of US Highway 15/501 near the parcel is already highly traveled.  Nearby 
intersections have already been the scene of numerous accidents.  I am concerned that 
with such a large event center/church as the one proposed there will be even more 
accidents. 
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2.  Massive congestion on US Highway 15/501 in the area surrounding the proposed 
large event center/ church will result in delays for  emergency vehicles which depend on 
this highway to reach area hospitals. 
 
3.  A rezoning will also lead to a tax exempt status for a large parcel of land.  Chatham 
County is growing and additional tax revenues are needed for quality education, affordable 
housing, senior services, public safety, and maintaining water quality.  A tax exempt 
property will be a drain on county resources but will not provide revenue. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Blisse Adams 
 
 
 
 
From: Diane Crompton <dicrompton@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 2:14 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to proposed Mega-Church, from D. Crompton 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Jenifer, 
 
I wanted to let you know that I have sent the following communication to each of the 
County Commissioners: 
 
I'm writing to you to express my opposition to the proposed building of the mega-church on 15-501. 
My reasons for this opposition include: 

- Pressure imposed on existing infrastructure (roadways, traffic, land use). 

- The infrastructure challenges will be a burden to existing Chatham county residents and 
taxpayers, all without any tax benefit to Chatham county. 

- This development will not provide any new jobs and will cause a "mega-load" of traffic to this 
already busy corridor.* 

*Think St. Thomas More and its campus and how strained and traffic heavy this section of road is 
on a daily basis. This mega-church will be even bigger and pose a more significant challenge.  

I hope you take the voices of opposition into your serious consideration.  

Regards, 
Diane Crompton 
Chatham county resident 
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From: Matthew Vidovich <mvidovich89@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 12:32 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Oppose the Summit Church Rezoning Proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear County Commissioners, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed rezoning request by Summit 
Church for 50 acres of land across from the Veranda. This development would 
fundamentally disrupt the character of our community and create substantial issues for 
residents. 

The construction of an 88,400-square-foot church with a 1,200-seat auditorium and 
additional "future accessory buildings" will bring an unprecedented increase in traffic, 
particularly on Sundays with an estimated 3,000 car trips. This level of congestion will not 
only inconvenience residents but also hinder the ability of emergency vehicles to respond 
promptly to calls. 

This proposal does not align with our values or long-term vision. Furthermore, the fact that 
85% of attendees will come from outside the county means this development does not 
significantly benefit the local tax base or employment opportunities. 

I urge you to respect the Planning Board's decision to vote against this rezoning and 
prioritize the needs and safety of Chatham County residents. Please vote to deny the 
rezoning request. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Residents - Matt & Kelly Vidovich 
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From: Kris Swenson <badgerdawg45@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 12:14 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Rezoning summit church issues 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson,   
I am writing to express major concerns over the potential development of Summit 
Church.  I live in neighboring Briar Chapel, and just recently we had 2 terrifying auto 
accidents right outside the neighborhood on both Mann’s Chapel and 15/501 And  
Andrew’s Store Road and 15/501.  
One involved a full family from our neighborhood and the other was a pediatrician- both of 
these are I’m sure filed with the Chatham County Sheriff's Office.  
These most recent injuries hit our residents hard with  fear.   
We are hoping for more management and safety on 15/501 and less impact of immediate 
traffic in this specific area outside of our homes.  
I hope that with the new Senior ( 55 & over community) that is still in development that you 
take seriously the impact of the traffic flow that will affect us all ( including the other new 
developments by  the new Good Will ) and consider rejecting the Summit Church’s 
proposal.   
The county needs to think long and hard about what  
Impact this will have on those of us living here. 
Thank you  
Kristen Swenson  
Briar Chapel Resident  
 
 
 
 
From: diane cashion <dianecashionphotography@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 9:08 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Alternative Land Use 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To: Chatham County Commissioners 
 
Re: Alternative for Development of Available Land along 15/501 in North Chatham 
 
Date: December 9, 2024 
 
I, along with a number of other concerned Chatham county residents, have researched and 
presented the many negative impacts of rezoning the parcels in question to accommodate the 
proposed Summit Mega Church. I’m sure that you and the other Commissioners are familiar with 
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these issues and we hope all the Commissioners, will vote to deny the rezoning request as did the 
Chatham Planning Board.  
 
As requested, I’d like to discuss an alternative use for the parcels in question. I recently received the 
Chatham County Aging Plan Community Input Survey covering such topics as housing, 
transportation, and social participation of our senior residents. As stated, the results of the survey 
will “guide our efforts to support optimal aging in Chatham County.” The Plan cites that “according to 
a 2023 report from the North Carolina State Demographer’s Office, nearly 3 in 10 individuals in 
Chatham County are 65 years of age and older. That places Chatham as 8th among North 
Carolina’s 100 counties.” The County is obviously aware of the very large number of retiring 
boomers in Chatham now and of the continuing trend well into the 2030’s. The County recognizes 
the necessity to plan for the growing needs of this active but aging demographic. 
 
Presently, Chatham has a number of 55+ communities which offer private homes and rental 
apartments with life-style activities included. Although the rental units offer an alternative to having to 
maintain your own house and do have a menu of enticing activities, they do not offer the medical 
services that Independent/Assisted Living communities do.   
 
What is an Independent/Assisted Living Community? Typically, such a community would offer rental 
apartments and healthcare services. Such a retirement community in Apex states, “We take care of 
daily living concerns like primary care, housekeeping, transportation, and 24/7 emergency response 
for sudden concerns. We also have opportunities on-site including daily activities, library, theater, 
gardens, game rooms and top-of-the-line facilities to improve and maintain health and fitness.” 
Additionally, physical, occupational and speech therapy services, home care services, pharmacies, 
rehabilitation and skilled nursing services are available. If able-bodied, you can leave the concerns 
of home ownership and enter the Independent Living accommodations and if additional help is 
needed, the Assisted Living options are available. To date, Chatham County lacks this type of 
retirement community. 
 
I believe an Independent/Assisted Living Community, located on the referenced parcels along 
15/501, would offer today’s seniors a retirement living option that supports their active, independent 
lifestyle while also providing health-based services as needed. 
 
Instead of rezoning for the Summit project, an Independent/Assisted Living Community located in a 
park-like setting, would have negligible traffic impact on 15/501, would contribute property and 
income taxes to our coffers, would preserve some of our woodlands, and provide employment 
opportunities for skilled as well as unskilled workers.  
 
It is to be noted: 
 
Galloway Ridge, Continuing Care Retirement Community at Fearrington Village, has 400 residents 
and an average waitlist of approximately 12 years.  
 
Carolina Meadows, Continuing Care Retirement Community in Chapel Hill, has 700-800 residents, a 
wait list of 800-1,000 people and a low turnover of 20-25 units/year. There is a $3,000 non-
refundable fee to be on waitlist, and the wait time ranges from 5-15 years! As a CCRC, buy-in starts 
at $132,00 plus a monthly fee of about $4,000. 
 
To summarize, CCRCs provide wonderful services but require a buy-in  cost which most people 
cannot afford and for those who can afford it, a very long wait period. 
 



An Independent/Assisted Living community would make these much needed services available to a 
greater number of aging Chatham County residents and avoid the negative impacts and lost tax 
ramifications of the Summit project. 
 
I thank the Board for its consideration, 
Diane and Marvin Cashion 
Residents, Briar Chapel, 14 years. 

 
 
 
 
From: Anne Dixon <ruby0753@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 3:24 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; katie.kendan@chathamcountync.gov; Franklin Gomez-Flores 
<franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: planning meeting for approval of mega church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I am writing to you to object to the approval of the mega church that would like to build off 
of 15/501 across from the entrance to Briar Chapel. I believe that allowing this to be built 
would create several hardships in the area.  
 
1. The traffic that would be created by the size of this project would add to the already 
heavy traffic that has been increasing steadily since Briar Chapel was built. The increased 
number of cars on the road would cause more danger at that intersection where there is a 
high speed limit. 
 
2. With the tax exemption for the church they would not have any responsibility to help pay 
for the increased load on the infrastructure in the area. This includes the roads, water and 
sewage. 
  
3. The environmental impact of clear cutting all the trees would be detrimental to the area. 
 
4. There would be no real gainful employment for people in this area.  
 
I think that if some smaller businesses were allowed to develop in this area, some of these 
issues could be better handled.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my email. 
From a concerned resident of Chatham County, 
Anne Dixon 
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From: Barbara Falotico <barbara.falotico@verizon.net>  
Sent: Friday, December 6, 2024 10:14 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Mega Church Rezoning Application 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson, 
 
I have been a Chatham County resident for 10 years. I am writing to register my 
opposition to the Rezoning Application for the construction of Summit Church, because I 
don't feel it will be a benefit to Chatham County. In fact, I believe it will be detrimental to 
the needs and to the safety of Chatham County residents. 
 
The applicants plan to construct an 88,400 square foot building, which includes a 1,200 
sq. foot auditorium directly across from the Veranda Center. This immense structure will 
be accessed through U-turns for church members traveling from the North to attend 
services.  All members will all be exiting to the north at once after services. Attendees 
from the south will have to make U-turns to return home.  The applicant predicts 2 
Sunday services with about 3,000 car trips.  Will there be 3 Sunday services as the 
church grows?  Will there be regional events? What will the weeknight service program 
entail? We simply don't know. Will the accessory building be a school? Its use is to be 
determined according to the application.  But even with their current prediction for 
Sunday services, the number of cars waiting to make U-Turns will back up 15-501. 
People will try to find access, likely through cutting through neighborhoods, such as 
Briar Chapel. The entrance to the Church would be located shortly after the U-turn on 
the east side of 15-501. The cars will have to move to the right lane pretty quickly. 
Certainly there will be back up for cars heading in both directions in that area of 15-501. 
This proposed construction will be a mammoth structure - larger than a standard football 
stadium - directly off of our 15-501 North/South Corridor.  
 
The situation during traffic surges will be dangerous.  15-501 is our only main 
North/South corridor. It provides access to our UNC critical care services.  The 
intersections of Village Way in Fearrington, Briar Chapel Parkway, Lystra Road and 
Manns Chapel Road are already extremely dangerous. In fact, Mann's Chapel is the 3rd 
most dangerous intersection in Chatham County!  According to data from the NC 
Department of Transportation Statistics - A Map of Crash Frequency by Intersection 
(2019-2023),  the area affected by the large building structure and its campus is situated 
in area with the highest cluster of crash rates.   
  
Do the benefits outweigh the risks for Chatham County residents? If this rezoning 
application is approved, this key 50+ acre area of 15-501 will be removed from the tax 
paying rolls in perpetuity. Should the County be willing to absorb this loss of revenue 
while simultaneously facing the increased County costs to support the needed services 
and the infrastructures that such a massive campus will require?  At the October 18, 

mailto:barbara.falotico@verizon.net
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


County Commissioner afternoon meeting, Chatham County resident Julie Lowry described 
how senior citizens are in need of tax relief.  How can Chatham County provide for their 
citizens when they are actually severing a property that could be adding to our tax 
revenues? At the same meeting, one of our small tax paying business owner Amy Pignatora 
of Breakaway appealed to the Commissioners to deny the rezoning because the huge 
proposed campus will actually detract from their business.  The Veranda parking is limited, 
the restaurants are small,  and the business cannot accommodate the large numbers of 
members before or after services. Our Chatham County over 65 population is growing; we 
need senior services, such as supportive housing and services. It seems counter productive 
to economic goals that are clearly articulated in Plan Chatham to diversify our tax base, to 
provide in-county jobs, and to create economic opportunity.  This rezoning seems to be the 
opposite of that goal.  This proposal will meet the desires of the applicant; it will interfere with 
the goals and needs of Chatham County. 
 
Please deny the rezoning application. 
 
Thank you, 
Barbara Falotico 
 
 
 
 
From: Bonnie S <bonniesull@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2024 10:54 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Vote NO on Megachurch rezoning 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson, 
 
As a resident of Fearrington Village, located 1.8 miles south of the property proposed for Summit 
Church, I am strongly opposed to approval of the rezoning request. Our residential community and 
others nearby would be negatively impacted by a major organization attracting hundreds of cars to each 
of their events. The infrastructure is not in place nor are there any tax benefits to Chatham County. 
 
I strongly oppose the rezoning and urge you to vote no. 
 
Bonnie Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
From: Susan G <susanguza@msn.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2024 8:21 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
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<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Please Vote No on Summit Church Rezoning Request 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Please vote "No" on the request from Summit Church to rezone 3 parcels of land. 
 
Summit Church requested 3 parcels of land totaling 50 acres be rezoned. Included in this will be 
an 88,400 sq. ft. church which will have at least two services on Sunday with 3,000 car trips as 
well as numerous activities during the week. This building will include a 1,200 seat auditorium. 
There will be another building on site for which the purpose and scope is yet to be determined, 
which is troubling. 
 
This is a terrible location for this large sized project. It will cause significant traffic back ups and 
congestion leading to an increase in traffic accidents. NCDOT data shows that intersections in 
this immediate area are already experiencing too many accidents.  (Attachment data does not 
yet include the numerous 2024 traffic incidents) 
 
This plan is not in keeping with the rural character of Chatham nor does it add to the county tax 
base or employment of residents.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of my input on the future of Chatham County. 
Susan Guza 
 
 
 
 
From: Wendy O'Keefe <wa.okeefe@icloud.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 5:21 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Rezoning Request 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson: 
 
My husband and I have been coming to this area for about 30 years because two of our sons went to 
college in Chapel Hill.  We then, 3 years ago, moved to Pittsboro to be closer to one of them, who settled 
in the area.  Over the years, we’ve seen such explosive growth here that it has changed the landscape 
from the charming rural town and countryside that it used to be to a very different place.  With 15-501 
now expanded and loaded up on both sides with business after business, the charm of the area is quickly 
disappearing.  While we appreciate the need for tax dollars, we mourn what is being lost to “progress.” 
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We are pleased that downtown Pittsboro is maintaining its historic district and hope that it can hang on 
to it without being overcome with traffic (but that is another story). 
 
We moved here from a small village in Ohio (Richfield) that worked hard to hold on to its specialness.  
We hope you will do the same for this area. 
 
We would very much appreciate your doing what you can to help maintain as much of the rural feel here 
as possible. 
 
Many, many thanks. 
 
Wendy and Dennis O'Keefe 
 
 
 
 
From: Lillian Tramantano <lilliantramantano@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 1:05 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; david.delaney@chatamcountync.gov; 
Katie.kenlan@cathamcountync.gov; Franklin Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; 
Amanda Robertson <amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson 
<jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Rezoning requested from Summit Church across from Veranda on 15-501 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To All,  
 
Please be advised that we strongly oppose the rezoning for the purpose of Summit Church 
to become a functioning Church at that property. 
 
This is no place for a Church of that magnitude to exist when taking into consideration the 
effects it will have on the neighborhood, traffic congestion, and quality of life for us and 
others already living in the immediate surrounding area. 
 
Zoning is carefully put in place for reasons as you all know.  The fact that they need 
rezoning to do what they want already tells you they do not belong.  Roads are already 
becoming congested.  We are seeing more accidents as a result of people moving into the 
neighborhood.  There is a huge family population surrounding these parcels of land.  It 
would be of no benefit to our quality of life.  As far as I know, Churches do not pay taxes 
and therefore it will cost the residents already there, and more to come, more 
money.  Roads will need widening.  Traffic studies will be required in order to make it 
safer.  Who will pay for all this? 
This belongs elsewhere set back somewhere with access to a much larger highway of 
some sort. 
Totally unfair to the people/residents of Chatham County. 
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Rezoning is making an exception. This exception is no benefit to anyone but Summit 
Church and will cause havoc in the immediate area. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr & Mrs Robert Tramantano 
516-678-6648 
78 Juneberry Dr, Chapel Hill, NC  27516 
 
 
 
 
From: Robert McGee <rjmcgee2011@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 12:05 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Rosemary Mcgee <rosemary.mcgee47@gmail.com> 
Subject: Summit Church proposal 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

As it relates to the proposal regarding Summit Church - I think the size of the project, its 
use and the strain /safety it will place in this area clearly show it's not the appropriate 
project for the space being considered.   
 
We are residents of Encore, which as you know is within Briar Chapel. The demands placed 
on this area - 88,400 sq ft church, 2 services per Sunday, 3,000 car trips, 1,200 
seat auditorium and numerous weekly activities will obviously overwhelm the area. 
Additionally, the entire demand is not fully understood as the scope and purposes of the 
other building is yet to be determined.  
 
A community needs to serve and work for the community at large and not for a selected 
subgroup. 85% of the Church participants are from outside Chatham County. Also, the tax 
base and employment opportunities are not enhanced at all. 
  
With this as the profile, we certainly do not support this project for this location. The 
project needs to work in the surrounding space that is targeting and it clearly does not 
in this case.  
 
Rosemary and Robert McGee 
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From: Christina Graybard <cgraybard@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 3:43 PM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Cc: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Rezoning for Mega Church on 15-501 Near Briar Chapel 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Chatham County Commissioners, 

 
I am joining the many voices who oppose the rezoning of the parcel of land 

on Route 15-501 near Briar Chapel for construction of an extremely large 

church, other meeting and educational facilities, and parking 
accommodations for the large number of people attending events at this 

church.  
 

I have lived in Fearrington Village for nine years and have seen the 
enormous increase in traffic on 15-501, and I'm sadly aware of the high 

number of vehicle accidents and near accidents along the stretch between 
Manns Chapel Road and Mt. Gilead Church Road, despite (or exacerbated?) 

by the addition of several traffic lights. 
 

I am not opposed to development. I am not opposed to the addition of 
houses of worship. I am opposed to the addition of a facility of any kind that 

draws a very large number of attendees in automobiles that must enter and 
exit the facility essentially all at the same time. Although traffic on the road 

is generally lower on Sunday mornings, the religious group applying for the 

zoning change typically holds services and other activities several other days 
of the week, and the traffic to and from these events is likely to be high and 

during a set time period. The congestion would present hazards, and could 
be detrimental to emergency vehicles that often travel that route on their 

way to UNC Medical Center, etc. It would also be likely to have an effect on 
air quality in the area, even with the proliferation of hybrid and electric 

vehicles. 
 

It is typically the case that changes in road capacity and other traffic 
accommodations are not made in anticipation of increases in traffic, so even 

if the road were widened or other changes implemented, the congestion 
before, during, and after events on the site would be extreme until those 

changes are made by NCDOT.  

mailto:cgraybard@gmail.com
mailto:karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov
mailto:jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov


 
Has the church applicant provided planned schedules of events, including the 

number of cars and attendees? Has it spelled out the size of the buildings, 
along with capacities? An auditorium holding 1,200 people will not be small. 

How often will it be in use? What will other facilities on the site be used for? 
Are Chatham County's emergency services capable of supporting a facility of 

this type?  
 

I very much hope you are able to answer all such questions (and others) 
before you make your decision, and I very much hope you will concur with 

the large number of current Chatham County residents who conclude that 
the rezoning application should be denied and that the site is inappropriate 

for an organization that hosts extremely large audiences at concentrated 
times. 

 

Respectfully, 
 
Christina Graybard  
1202 Fearrington Post 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
M: 917.846.4870 
 
 
 
From: Pam M <pamy5796@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 10:29 AM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE VOTE NO TO THE REZONING REQUESTED BY SUMMIT CHURCH 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson,  
 
Please, please vote NO to the request by Summit Church to rezone 50 acres to commercial. Traffic is 
already horrendous on this portion of 15-501 and there are already too many stop lights. Please stop the 
Summit Church from rezoning the 50 acres. 

Thanks so much! 

Pam Malek  
 
 
 
 
From: Richard Tate <dicktate66@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2024 12:58 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
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Subject: MEGA CHURCH 
 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Please deny approval for this project.  It is not needed and will have negative impacts in this area. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and Happy Holidays, Richard Tate 
 
 
 
 
From: Brenda Ungerland <brenungerland@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 1:27 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Megachurch 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Ms. Johnson, 

Re: the Megachurch proposal for 15-501 

We are totally opposed to the building of a mega church on 15-501 as 

described [Summit Church].  

1. It will be detrimental to our quality of life 
2. It will deprive the county of much needed taxes 
3. It will destroy natural habitat for local birds and wildlife in general 
4. It will dramatically increase traffic in our area 
5. It will detract from our sense of local community 
6. It will serve thousands of people who don't live here.  
7. All of the above, to our detriment. 
8. They have many options [near rte 64, eg] closer to their homes.  

Yours truly, 

Brenda Ungerland, resident of Fearrington Village for over 10 years and local 

HOA board member for several years.  

 
 
 
From: Cathy Holt <holtcathy69@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2024 4:36 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit MegaChurch 
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WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

I am so dismayed to learn that there is an 88,416 square foot church being proposed to 
be built on Chatham County's most important corridor 15/501 (near Briar Chapel). With 
3000 members attending the traffic on 15/501 will be terribly impacted not to mention 
the impossibility of that many cars safely pulling in and out of the entrance. Also they 
are going to be offering the largest for rent auditorium space in Chatham County so the 
harm to our community will happen on more than just the days of church services. 
 
No one complains about the lovely pastoral churches all over Chatham County. But this 
is a mega church and will negatively impact our quality of life with bottle necks  along 
our access in and out of Pittsboro.  
 
This would also have a negative impact on our County's infrastructure and burden our 
taxes with increased road work, police, etc. This is one of our prime pieces of land 
along our most important corridor and yet we would not receive any taxes from it 
because it's a church. Using vision as we determine how we develop this important area 
is critical. Development should at least be for tax paying entities carefully chosen and 
maybe those tax paying entities could help pay for us to protect some of the beauty of 
that area before it is gone forever. 
 
Sincerely, Cathy Holt 
https://www.cathyholtyoga.net 
 
 
 
 
From: Andrew Mahder <acmahder@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:42 AM 
To: Karen Howard <karen.howard@chathamcountync.gov>; David Delaney 
<david.delaney@chathamcountync.gov>; Katie Kenlan <Katie.Kenlan@chathamcountync.gov>; Franklin 
Gomez-Flores <franklin.gomez@chathamcountync.gov>; Amanda Robertson 
<amanda.robertson@chathamcountync.gov>; Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Summit Church Rezoning Proposal - Final Vote 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

To the members of the Chatham County Board of Commissioners: 
 
My wife and I are current residents of Briar Chapel, and have been since 2018. We were 
recently made aware of a rezoning proposal to accommodate the construction of an 
extremely sizable new church on 15-501 across from the Veranda (the Summit Church 
Conditional District Rezoning) located on approximately 50 acres of land.   
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As you know, this church would sit across the street from the main entrance to Briar 
Chapel and the Veranda on 15-501.  Over the years, we have witnessed a variety of car 
accidents at or near this very area.  This proposed rezoning and construction would 
significantly increase traffic flows on 15-501, and cars seeking to enter and exit the church 
on a two lane highway where cars routinely travel at 50-55 mph. It is easy to envision that 
car accidents in this area will only increase if the rezoning is granted. 
 
This construction would bring no new tax revenue to Chatham County (as churches are tax 
exempt), yet would have the ability to negatively impact property values in Briar Chapel and 
surrounding developments.  We thank the Planning Board for voting against the rezoning 
previously despite the Planning Department's recommendation. We would strongly 
encourage the Chatham County Commissioners to once again deny this rezoning 
proposal, as the likely negative impacts from the project seem to far outweigh any 
perceived benefits. 
 
Your consideration of our thoughts on this proposal are appreciated. 
 
Respectfully, 
    
 
Andy and Patty Mahder 
184 Windy Knoll Circle 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
 
 
 
 
From: Debby <debbygivens@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:48 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: No to the Summit Mega Church 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Dear Clerk of Court Johnson, 

I am writing to oppose the proposal for the Summit Church to be built at the proposed 
location in Chatham County. This mega church will not contribute to the infrastructure of 
the county as an entity that does not pay taxes. Additionally, the significant traffic that 
will occur at least three times per week will damage our roads, cause congestion, and 
affect the quality of life in North Chatham County.  

I also have concerns that we are welcoming an entity that discriminates against 50 
percent of our population by misinterpreting the role of women in the Bible.  
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I have voted in every election as an active citizen, resident, homeowner, and taxpayer.  

I urge those who vote on this issue at the County Commissioner Meeting to consider the 
importance of this vote and vote NO on this zoning request.  

Sincerely, 

Debby Givens 

 
 
From: Perry Hewitt <perryhewitt@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:18 PM 
To: Jenifer Johnson <jenifer.johnson@chathamcountync.gov> 
Subject: Strong opposition: Summit Church as tax / traffic hazard 

 
WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 
Dear Ms Johnson, 
I am writing in strong opposition to the rezoning application that has been submitted by 
Quinty, PA to Chatham County. The request seeks to rezone three parcels in the area from 
CD-CC Conditional District Compact Community to CD-O&I Conditional District Office and 
Institutional for a church/place of worship. Parcel 18909 is across 15-501, north of Vickers 
Road. Parcels 2752 and 93852 are adjacent to Briar Chapel, north of Briar Chapel 
Parkway.  
The applicant, known as Summit Church, is proposing a complex with a large sanctuary for 
up to 1,200 people and parking with approximately 600 spaces. The traffic impact of this -- 
near an already busy and dangerous intersection --  is immeasurable. 
And the implication for the tax base of allowing a large big business masquerading as a 
house of worship is considerable. You want high income workers living and paying taxes in 
Chatham County? Then you'd better not invite non tax-payers to cause dangerous traffic 
and consume already burdened shared resources.  
Regards, 
Perry Hewitt 
 

https://churchleaders.com/news/388888-the-summit-church-admits-falling-short-of-the-
mark-in-vetting-bryan-loritts-handling-of-abuse-case.html 

 
Perry Hewitt  
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